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| SSSSPLBSSSAE 
| THE 
\PREFACE. 
q” | he ny Fog or om 


of a particular Perſon, who 

| owned the Being and Providence of 
' God, but expreſſed a mean Efteem of 
the Scriptures, and the Chriſtian 
Religion. Which is become ſo com- 
mon a Theme among the Scepticks 
of this Age , that the Author of this 
Diſcourſe thought it worth his time and 
Care , tg. conſider the force-of the Ob- 
jeftions that were made againſt them: 
Eſpecially, being written in a grave and 
ſerious manner , and not with that 
Raillery and Buffonry , which the 
rude Perſons of this Age commonly be- 
ftow upon Religion. . It might be 
#8 juitly 


"The Preface: 


J uitly expefted from ſuch who pretend 
t0 Breeding and Civility , that they 


would at leaſt ſhew more reſpeft to a * 
thing , which hath prevailed ſo much | 


among Men of the beſt Underſtanding © 


and Education, and who have had no 


Intereft to carry on by it. Forit s © 


againſt the ordinary Rules of Conver- 


ation, to affront that which others 


think they have great Reaſon to eſteem 
and love,and they would not endure that * 


ſcorn and cantempt of their meaneſt | 
Servant, which they too often ſhew to- - 


wardsReligion,and the things belonging | 


toit. Tf they are not in earneſt when 


they ſcoff and mock at ſacred things , * 


their own conſciences will tell them it is © 


a horrible impiety , if they are in ear- 
neſt, let them debate theſe things 
calmly and ſeriouſly , and let the ſtron- 


ger Reaſon prevail. Men may ſpeak | 
ſharply and wittily againſt the war of ; 


things in the World , as the Scepricks 


of * 


| The Profice: 
| of old did againit all Certainty of Senſe 
! and Reaſon; but we ſhould think that 
' Man out of his ſenſes, that would 
ch / now diſpute the Being of the Sun, or 
Ng \ the Colour of the Snow. We do not 
no | ſay, the Matters of Religion are capa- 
4 * bleof the ſame evidence with that of 
er- Senſe; but it u a great part of judg- 
ers ; ment and underitanding , to know the 
em | proportion and fitneſs + evidence to the 
| Nature of the thing to be proved. They 
eſt | would not have the Eye to judge of all 
f0- ' nor the Noſe of Metaphylicks; and 
ing yet theſe would be as proper as to have 
hen ; -= ſenſes judge of Immaterial Beings. | 
5 » | Tf we do not give as good Reaſon for Y 
£45 ' the Principles of our Religion , as the | 
ar- mature of Religion conſidered , can be 
ng5 given for it, let us then be bened for 
0N-' our weakneſs in defending it ; but let 
eak uot Religion ſuffer , till they are ſure E 
4 of ' nothing more can be ſaid for i it, 4 
S\ 3 


There 


 Traftat. Theol, 
; polnic « 


| ſide, though never ſo weak and trifling. 7 


The Preface: | | 

There 4 a late Author , Thear i |. 
mightily in vogue among many., who |< 
"_— any thaw jg”. Atheiſtical ' 
It were no difficult task to lay open the |} 
falſe Reaſonings, aud inconſiſtent © 
Hypotheſes F hs Book; which hath - 
been ſufficiently done already in that 
Language Where it was written. But | 
if for the Advancement of Irreli- | 
f10N among us, that Book be, as it is 
talked , Tranſlated into our Tongue, 
there will not , T hope, want thoſe who 
will be as ready to defend Religion and 1 
Morality, as others are to decry | 


and deſpiſe them. 


—_— Aa. a4 ——_— 
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Letter of Reſolution ro a 
Perſon unſatisfied about 
the Truth and Authority 


of the Scriptures. 


Lrhough I do not pre- 
tend to an milf in 
the depths 0 Theology, 
yet I am heartily 
concerned for the 

hn and Honour of the Chriſtian 

Religion; which ir is the deſign of 
our papers to undermine. When 

” looked them over, I could 
not think them. ſo conſiderable AS 

deſerve a particular Anſwer ; 

þ con from one in my cir- 

fumltances, who have ſo much 

B other 


OT” - OOO by otic 3 89 inſt th 'I thotity | | 


other buſineſs lying upon me, and } 
ſo little leiſure and health to per- # 
form it; but 1 found at the con- | 
cluſion of your Papers, ſo earneſt * 
and vehement a delire expreſſed 
by you, that I would return an # 
Anſwer, in order to the ſettle- © ; 
ment of your mind, that I could 
not refuſe an Office of fo great 
Charity, as you repreſent it to be. / 
I confeſs, when I conſidered the } 
nature of your Objetions, and ' 
the manner of managing them , : y 
I could hardly believe + they * « 
proceeded from a doubtful Mind, ; 

that was deſirous of any fatis- © 7 
faction ; but ſince you tell me fo, 4; 
I will firſt ſhew my Charity in be- | & 
lieving it , and then in ———_ by 
ring to give you- my poor aflt- tg 
ſtance, and impartial advice, in or- tx 
der to your ſatisfaftion. And in / hi 
truth, l think impartial advice will ! i 

con- 


l tf the fctiptutes Inſivered, 
2 contribute more to that end, than 
- | ſpending Time and Paper in run- | 
Z ning through all the difficulties , 
” Which ir is poſſible for a cavillin 
2 Mind to raile againft the plaineſt 
n # Truths in the World. For there 
2- | is nothing fo clear and evident, 
d but a Sophiſtical Wit will always 
at | find ſomething to fay againlt it , 
E. | and if you be the Perſon I take 
ie | you for, you very well know , 
d ? that there have been ſome, who 
|, | wanted neither Wir, nor Elo- 
*l © quence, who have gone about to 
, . prove, That there was Nothing in 
S- © the World; and that if there were 
©, | any thing, it could not be underſtood 
e- ly Men; that if it were underſtood 
u- by one Man, it could not be expreſſed 
It- to another : And befides ſuch ex- 
r- travagant undertakers as thele , 
in | how many have there been, who 
all | with plauſible and ſubcle Argu- 


N- | B 2 ments, 


4 


Objerionsagainl the Inthoit 


ments, have endeayoured to over- } 
_ throw all manner of. Certainty ,* 
either by Senſe or Reaſon ? Muſt 3 
we therefore quit all pretences to 7 
Certainty , becauſe we cannot, it 
may be, Anſwer all the Subtilties * 


of the. Scepticks * And therefore 
I am by no means faticfhed with 
your manner of proceeding , 


defiring all particular difficulties to be | 


Anſwer'd , before we conſider the main * 


evidences of the Chriſtian Faith : 


For the only reaſonable way of | 


R—_— in this matter , is to 
conlider, 


rſt, whether there be 
ſufficient Motives to perſwade you 


to imbrace the Chriſtian Faith . 


and then to weigh the difficulties, 


and to compare them: with the 


Reaſons and Arguments for belie- 
ving ; andif thoſe do not appear 


freat enough to overthrow. the 
orce of the other, you may reſt 


ſatisfied 


of the Dcriptures Anſwered. 


7 4atisfied in the Chriſtian Faith, al- 

# though you cannot Anſwer eve 

* difficulty that may be raiſed a- 

5 = the Books wherein our Re- 
" Bf 


ligion is contained. I pray Sir , 


P conſider with your ſelf; do not 


you think ir poſſible for any man 


tro have Faith enough to ſave him, 


unleſs he can ſolve all the difh- 


; culties in Chronologie that are in 
: the Bible, unleſs he can give an 
| account of every particular Law 
' andCyſtom among the Jews , un- 


leſs he can make out all 'the Pro- 
phetick Schemes , and can tell what 


- the Number of the Beaſt in the 


Apocalypſe means ? If a Man may 
believe and be ſaved, without 


- theſe things, to what purpoſe 


are they. objected for the over- 


. throw of the Chriſtian Faith * Do 


you think a Man hath not reaſon 


: enough to believe there is extended 


B 3 Matter 


Ovjections againſt the Juthozity 


4 


can ſolve all the difficulties thac | 
ariſe from the extenſjon or divifibi- ” 
lity of Matter ; or that he hath a : 
Soul , unleſs he can make it clear *? 


how an immaterial and material 
Subſtance can be ſo united as aur 


Soul and Body are? Or that the 
Sun ſhines, unleſs he can demon- 


ſtrate whether the Sun or the : 
Earth moves? Or that we have : 
any certainty of things , unleſs he 
can aſhgn the undoubted criterion | 
of "Truth and Falſhood in all © 


chings 2 Theſe things I mention 
pn purpole , to let you ee, that 
the moſt certain things , have dif- 


ficulties about them , which no. 


one thinks it neceſlary for him to 
Anſwer, in order to his aſſurance 


of the Truth of the things, bur as 
long as the evidence for them is - 


Matter in the World , unleſs he | 


mu aw. kt ew = ww woe. _ XA 


much more conſiderable than the 
Objections 


© wank gry. Or" at \ Y 


of the Scriptures Anſwered, 
he | Obje&ions againſt chem , we 
ac } may ſafely acquieſce in our affent 
j- © to them, and leave the unfol- 
a | ding thele difficulties ro the Dif 

ar Þ puters of ths World, or the 
al © Knowledge of another. Is it not 
ur far more reaſonable for us to 
he | think, that in Books of fo great 
n- ; Antiquity , as thoſe of Moſes are , 
he | written in a Language whoſe 
ve | Idiotiſms are ſo different from ours, 
he | there may be ſome difficulty in 
on | the Phraſes, or computation of 
1 | Times or Cuſtoms of the People, 
MN that we cannot well underſtand , 
at than that all the Miracles 
f- wrought by Moſes ſhould have 
z0 beenImpoſtures; and that Law, 
ta Which was preſerved ſo conſtant- 
ce ly, maintained with that reſolu- 
as tion bythe wiſeſt of the People. 
is of the Jews, who choſe to [ e 
e  Tather thandiſown it, ſhould be 
: 7 all 


Dbjections againſt the Juthozity | 
all a cheat? Is jt-not more rea- } 
ſonable for us to ſuſpe& our own 7 
Underſtandings , as to the Speeches *? 
and Afions of ſome of the Pro- ! 
phets, than to think that Men # 
who deſigned ſo much the advan- © 
cing Virtue, and diſcouraging 
Vice, ſhould be a pack of Hypo- 
crites and Deceivers? Can any 
Man of common {ſenſe ſuſpect * 
the Chriſtian Religion to be a Fourb , 
or an Impoſture , becauſe he can- 
not underſtand the Number of 
the Beaſt, or Interpret the Apo- 
calyptick Viſions * TI could hardly 
have believed any Man preten- 
ding to Reaſon, could obje&t theſe 
things, unleſs I ſaw them, and 
were called upon to Anſwer 
them. 

. Therefore, Sir, my ſerious and 
impartial advice to you is, in 
the firſt place to conſider and de- 
bate 
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hes 7 and not to hunt up and down the 
ro- |: 
en} 
N- * 


ng 
0- 
ny 
Ct 
J, n 
n- 
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29- 
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ſe 


of the Scriptures Anſwered, 


I bate the main point, 4. e. the 
7 proofs of the Chriſtian Doftrin, 


' Scriptures for every thing that 
ſeems a difficulty to you,and then 
* by heaping all theſe rogether ro 
make the Scriptures ſeem a confu- 
[ſed heap of indigeſted - ſtuff, 
: which being taken in. pieces and 
! conlidered , with that modeſty , 
: diligence, and care, that doth be- 
* come us , will appear to contain 
' nothing unbecoming that Sacred 
and Penerable Name which the 
' Scriptures do bear among us. 
If therefore, you deſign not 
. cavilling but farisfa&tion , you 
will joyn iſſue with me upon the 
moſt material point, viz, Whe- 
| ther the Chriſtian Religion were from 
God, or from Men ? For if this be 
proved to have been from God, 
all the ather things will eafily fall 


Ol 


| are agreed upon between us , 
and then wherein the difference Y 


Objections againlk the Juthozity ? 
off of themſelves, or be remo-e 
ved with a lictle induſtry. =_ 

In the Debate of this! 1 
ſhall conſider, firſt, what things F 


=_ 


. You grant an abſolutely perfett 
ſee independent Being , whom we call ; 
God. - 

2. That the World was at : fr 1's 
Created , and is ſtill governed by 7c 
Hi. FT 

1 
/ 
s 


3. That He is ſo Holy, as to be | 
the Author of no Sin, although he | 
doth not hinder Men from ſinning. I 

4. That this God is to receive from * 
us all Wor ſhip proper to Him, of Pray- 1 
ers, Praiſes, &c. 1 

5. That it is the Will of - this God , + 1 
that we ſhould lead holy , peaceable , 
and innocent Lives. 

6. That God will accept mens ſin- | ' 
cer e 


7 of the Dcriptures Infwered, I1 
10-Fere Repentance and hearty endeavours 
Fo do bu Will, although they do not 
[ es obey ix. 
ngs; Fe That there is a State of Re- 
Far 4 and Puniſhments in another 
"World, according to the courſe of Mens 
Lives | here. 
fect | 8. That there are many excellent 
call 7 Precepts in the writings of the New 
7 eſtament inducmy to Flumility and 
wſt 7 Selfdenyal, and to the Honour of 
by 1God, and civil duty and honeſty 6 
1 Life and theſe in a more plentiful 
be manner than is to be found in any other 
he - 'Profeſſ on of Religion publickly 
7 known. 
om | The Queſtions then remai- 
ay- ning, are ,. (1) Whether the mat- 
ters of Fatt are true , which are re- 
d, | ported in the Writing s of the New 
le, | Teſtament? (2) Suppoting them 
; Ecue, Whether they do ſuificiently 
in- | prove the Doftrin to have been from 
ere | | God? 1. Whe- 


, 


Objections againſt the Authozity 

1. Whether the matters of Fas 
were true or no? And as to this 
point, I wiſh you had ſet down? 
the Reaſons of your doubting ,# 
more clearly and diſtinly than 
you have done : What I can pick -£ 
up, amounts to theſe Py; 
1. That there can be no certainty of a, 
matter done at ſuch a diſtance of time, | 
there having been many fifiitions Hi 2 
ſtories in the World. 2. That it «) 
probable , that theſe things might be # 
written, whey there was no one Living Y- 
to dete&t the falſhood of them ; and 
thus you ſay, the Grecians, Romans, } 
Egyptians , and other Nations were 
at firſt impoſed upon by ſome Men , who 
pretended to deliver to them the Hi 77 
ſtory of their Gods and Heroes , al x 
the Wonders wrought by Hon x 

. That theſe things might more ea- | i 
ft ily be done, befa ore Printing was 
uſed ; and that there is reaſon to | 


phe | 


( 


DE 


of the Dcriptures Anſwered, 
al ſuſpeFt the more, becauſe of the Pious 
thi Conn of the Prins Chriftians , 
* and the Legends of the Papiſts. 
y Fu That there may have been many 
more Deceptions and Impoſtures in the 
®way of propagating falſe Revelations 
95. -and Miracles than we can now diſcover. 
/ a 15- That we ought not to take the Te- 
me. J/1mony of Scripture, or the Chriſtian 
= Writers in this caſe, becauſe they may 
;, 3be ſuſpetted of partiality . and that 
bl *he Teſtimony of Joſephus is ſuſ- 
ing pected by divers learned Men to be. 
Ks a, as put in by Chriſtians. 
ns. 1O- That there are ſuſficient grounds 
| ws. From the Story it ſelf , and the Ob- 
ho JeFons of Enemies to ſuſpett the 
-7;. #ruth of it ; becauſe of the contra- 
nd 7 Hittion and inconſt iſtency of the parts 
' of it; the want of accompliſhment of 
The Promiſes and Prophecies of - it ; 
She obſcurity and unintelli ibleneſs of 

| Pther parts ; the defets > the Per- 


br 3 ſons 


'd- 


"as 


ſons mentioned therem , St. Paul'rſo 
oftentation , the jarrs between Peterſſ] ti 
and Paul , and Paul and Barnabas. ſt: 
7. That from theſe things you baveſy 2 
Juſt cauſe to daubt the Apoſiles ſince- p 
rity, and you think they might haveſi © 
indireft ends in divulging the Mira-fjtl 
cles recorded in Scripture; and thatfn 
Men might be contented to. ſuffer , tot! 
make themſelves heads of a new Seags 
of Religion, and to rule over the fi 
Conſciences of Men; and that they o 
had time enough to make @ conſiderable cl 
intereſt before,the Perſecutions began. tl 
This is the force of all I can{{l« 
find out, in the ſeveral parts of Ju 
our Papers towards the inyali- ci 


dating the Teſtimony concerning "It 


the matters of fatt reported in the Jc« 
Writings of the New Tefta-Je 
ment. 4 

In Anſwer to all theſe things, {e' 
I ſhall ſhew; 1. That — Jat 
off 


 Y "if the Scriptures Jnſwered: 
I'Fof fact done at ſuch 2 diſtance of 
erffl time may have ſufficient evidence 
as. to oblige Men to believe them. 
'veſt 2. Thar there is no reaſon to ſuſ- 
ce: pet the Truth of thoſe Matters 
wvellof fact which are contained in 
-a-che Hiſtory of the New Teſta- 
bat ment. 3- Thatthe Apoſtles gave 
tothe greateſt reſtimonies of their 
eFSincerity , that could be expected 
the from them ; and that no marters 
beyof fact were ever better atteſted 
blefthan thoſe which are reported by 
:. them; from whence it will fol- 
anJlow, That it is not reaſon but 
of Funreaſonable Suſpicion and Scepti- 
li- _ , if not willfulneſs and ob- 


ng Iſtinacy which makes Men to 


he continue to doubr after ſo great 


ta- Zevidence. 

* 1. That we may have ſuch 
s, evidence of Matters of Fatt done 
ers fat ſuch a diftance of time as may 
of | oblige 


” | 


Dbjections againlk the Juthozity | 
oblige us to believe the Truth of 
them. This we are firſt to make 
out, becauſe ſeveral of your Ob 
jections ſeem to imply, That we 
can have no certainty of ſuch 


T, 
{o 
of 


h 


1 4 


things ; becauſe we cannot knowl 


what tricks may have been plai 
in former times, when it was far 


more eaſie to deceive ; and that it; 


#s confeſſed, there have been ſe- 
veral Frauds of this kind , which 


have a long time prevailed in theſlh 


World. But have not the ve 

ſame Arguments been uſed againſt 
all Religion, by Atheiſts * And if 
the Cheats that have been in Re- 
ligion, have no force againlt the 
Being of God, why ſhould they 
have any againſt the Chriſtian Re- 
lizion? Andif the common con- 


ſent of Mankind fignifie any 


thing as to the acknowledgement 


of a Deity , why ſhould not the 


Tfi-f 


—— 6 3 Aiftwereh): 


keIfo circumſtantiated as it is , be 
bFof ſufficient ſtrengeh to receive 
Velithe Matters of Fact delivered by 
Wc? whichis all I at preſent de- 
Wire. Do we queſtionany of the 
a1aFStories delivered by the. common 


rians', although we have only 


he bare Teſtimony of thoſe 


ichMHiſtorians for them? And yet 
theFour Objeftions would lye againſt 
7 very one of them : How do we 
n 


now the great prevalency of 
he Roman Empire? was it not 
lelivered by thoſe who belonged 
o it, and were concerned to 
EY make the beſt of it > What know 
Qe- ve, but thouſands of Hiſtories have 
N- cen loſt, chat confuted all that 
ny {ve now have concerning the 
Nt ſreatneſs of Rome? What Rh 
heffre, but that Rome was deſtroyed 
7 IN "3 


by 


N Teſtimony of the Chriſtian Church h 


Kconſent of Greek: or: Latin Hiſto- 


| : : , a . a —» 
G +. Objections againlt the Inthozity 


by Carthage, or that Hami 
quite overthrew the Roman Em 
pire ; or that Catiline was one « 


the beſt Men in the World, be 


cauſe all our preſent Hiſtorie 


were written by Men of thi 
other fide 2 How can we tell by 
that the Perſians deſtroyed th 
Macedonians , becauſe all our 4 
counts of Alexanders Expeditio 
are Originally from the Greeks 
And why might not we ſuſpet 
greater partiality in all theſe C 
tes, when the Writers did not giy 
a thouſand part of that evidend 
for their fidelity , that the Firl 
Chriſtians did? And yet, wh 
thould we think of ſuch a perſa 
who ſhould call in queſtion th 
| beſt Hiftories of all Nations 
becauſe they are written by tho 
of the ſame Countrey? By whid 
it ſeems , you will never allox 

c any 
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oe 


in any comperent Teſtimony at all ; 
Em for if ſuck things be written by 
> of Enemies and Strangers, we have 
reafon to luſpe&t both their 

Tie} knowledge and integrity ; 1 
$ written by Friends, then though 
buf they might know the 1ruth, yer 
g they would write partially of 
their own fide : Sothat upon this 

riogfy principle,no Hiſtory at all, ancient 
or modern 1s to be believed; for 

pedl they are all reported either by 
Friends or Enemies : and fo not 

e1vg oaly Divine, but all Humane 
2nd Faith will be deſtroyed. I am 
Firl by no means a Friend to unreaſfo- 
vrhall nable credulity ; butl am as little 
r{oflto unreaſonable diſtruſt and 
& ſuſpicion; if the one be Folly, 
DnsF the other is Madneſs. No pru- 
nol dent Man believes any thing , be- 
hiclcauſc it is poſſible ro be true ; nor 
low rejects any thing meerly becauſe 


Z IT 


it is poſſible to be falſe; Bur it 

is the prudence of every Man 
_ to weigh and conſider all circum- 

Rances , and according. to them, 

to aflent, or diſſent, We all 
know it is poſſible for Men to de- 
ccive, or to be deceived, but we 
know there is no neceſlity of 
either ; and that there is ſuch a 
thing as Truth in the World; and 
though Men may deceive , = 
they do not always ſo; and that 
Men may know they are not de- 
ceived. For elle there could be 
no ſuch thing as Society among 
Mankind ; no Friendſhip, or Truſt, 
or Confidence in the Word of ano- 
ther perſon ; becauſe it is poſſible 
that the beſt Friend I have may 
deceive ' me, and the World is 
full of | diſfimulation, muſt I 
therefore believe no Body ? This 
is the juſt conſequence of this 
- Dot 
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way of :Arguing , - 'That :we have 
ns to \-\ſuſpett the Truth of 
theſe Matters: of Faft , becauſe 
there have: been many- Frauds - in 
the World,” and might have. been 
many more than - we: can now diſ- 
cover; for ' if : this Principle 

purſued ,- it will deſtroy atl So- 
ciety . among. Men; : which. 'is 
built' on the ſuppoſition of mu- 
cual truſt and | confidence that 
Men have in each 'other; And 
although-ic be poſſible, for all 
Men to. deceive , becauſe we 
cannot know: one anothers hearts, 
yet there are ſuch Characters of 
Honeſty and - Fidelity: in' ſome 


| Perſons, that others date venture 


their Lives and . Fortynes upon 
their Words.; ' And is any Man 
thought a Fool for! doing ſo? | 
Nay, have not the moſt prudent 
and ſagacious Men repoled a 

LE a 


 '25: $5: Objections againſt the Authozity k: 


mighty confidence in the Integri- 
ty of others? And without this , 
no _ affairs can be carried on 
in the World:; for ſince the grea- 
teſt Perſons'need the help of ©+ 
thers to manage their bulinels, 
they muſt cruſt other Men conti- 
nually, and every Man puts his 
Life into the hands of others , 
to whom he gives any freedome 
of acceſs, and eſpecially his 
Servants: Muſt a Man therefore 
live in. continual ſuſpicion and 


jealouſie, becauſe it is: poſlible | 


e may be deceived 2. Bur if this 
be thought unreaſonable, then 
we gain thus much, that not- 


withſtanding the poſlibiliry of 


deception, Men = be truſted Ft : 


in ſome caſes, and their Fidelity 
fafely relied upon: This being 
granted. we are to enquire what 
that aflurance is which makes - 
Fruit 


Or 
C_— 
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| KY - of the Scriptures Inſwered; < 
fl 
is, 
on 


truſt any one; and whereever 
we- find a concurrence of the 
fame circumſtances, or equal evi- 
dence of fidelity, we may re- 

ole the ſame truſt or confidence. 
in them. And we may ſoon 
find that it is not any ones bare 
Word that makes us truſt him , 
but either the reputation of his 
Integrity among dilcerning Men , 


or our long experience and ob- 


ſervation of him ; This latter is 
only confined to our own tryal ; 
but the former is more general , 
arid reaches beyond our own Age, 
ſince we may have the Teſtimony 


of diſcerning Perſons convey'd 


down to us in as certain a manner, 


' as we can know the mind of a 


Friend at a 100 Miles diſtance, viz; 
by Wricing. And in this caſe, we 
defire no more than to be fatis- 
fied that thoſe things were writ- 
EY wn 


ten by them, and that they de: 
ſerved to be believed in what 
they writ ; thus, if any one wouldfſ 
be ſatisfied about the paſlages 0 
the Peloponneſian War , and hath 
heard that Thucydides hath accu- 
rately written it, he hath no more 
todo, than to enquire whether 
this Thucydides were capable offificy« 
giving a good account of it, and 
tor that, he hears that he was a 
uy and inquiſitive Perſon, that 
ived inthat Age, and knew all 
the occurrences of -it, and when 
he is ſatisfied of that , his next 
enquiry 1s, whether he may be 
trulted or no; . and for this, he 
can expect no better ſatisfaction, 
than that his Hiſtory hath been in NO 
great reputation for its .integrity N.5 
among the-moft knowing Per- ſWÞc 
ſons; but how ſhall he be ſure 0 
this was the Hiſtory, written by fo 


Thucy: 
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. of the Scriptures Infwered, 

Tucydides , ſince there have been 
atfEmany counterfeit Writings ob- 
truded upon the World ?- Beſides 
he conſent of learned Men in all 
\ges ſince, we may compare the 

eſtimonies cited our of it with the 
Hiſtory we have, and the Style, - 
with the CharaQer given of 'Thu- 
tcydides, and the Narrations, with 
other credible Hiſtories of thoſe 
Times; and if all theſe agree, 

That reaſon can there be not to 
rely upon the Hiſtory of Thucy- 
bides? All learned Men do ac- 
knowledge, that there have been 
multitudes of fiftitious writings , 
but do they therefore queſtion; 
, whether there are any genuine ? 
n Or. whether we have not the true 
y RE Herodotus., Strabo, or Panfanias , 
- 
7 


becauſe there is a counterfeit Be- 
xoſus, Manetho, and Philo, ſet 
forth by Annius of Yiterbo * Do 
any 


any ſuſpect whether we have ani 
of the genuin Works of Cicero, bedhi 
cauſe an Ttalian counterſeited 
Book De Conſolatione in his name} 
Or whether _ Commentarit 
were his own, becauſe it is un 
certain who Writ the Alexandria 
War that is 4 "_ with them} 
By which we ſce, that we may 
not only be certain of the Fideli 
ty of Perſons we converſe with: 
but of all things neceflary to ou 
belief of what was done at : 
great diſtance of time from. thi 
Teſtimony of Writers, notwith 
ſtanding the many ſuppoſititio 
Writings that have been in the 
World. 

But it may be ſaid , That all thi 
only relates to meer matters of 
ſtory, wherem a Man is not much 
concerned whether they be true or falſe; 
but the things we are about are matteriar 

; that 


P FF of the Scriptuves Anſwered, 27 | 
Wit Mens Salvation or Damnation are 
id to depend upon, and therefore 
eater evidence ſhould be given of 
*Weſe , to oblige Men to believe them. 
To this I anſwer. 1. That 
y deſign herein, was to prove, 
at notwithſtanding the poſſibi- 
ry of deception, there may be 
cient ground for a prudent 

Wand firm affent ro the Truth of 

Wings done at as great a diſtance 
Wf time , and convey'd after the 
Wame manner, that the Matters 
nabf Fact reported in the New Te- 
ament are; and hereby thoſe ge- 
Meral prejudices are ſhewed to be 
Ne aackle: And all that I de- 
Ire from this diſcourſe is , that 
baSyou would give an allent of the 
lame nature to the Hiſtory of the 
Goſpel , that you do to Ceſar, or 
Livy, or Tacitws, or any. other 
ancient Hiſtorian. 2. As to the 
greater 


Objections againlthe Authozity | 
greater : obligation to -aflent ,\ 
{ay it depends upon the  evideng 
of Divine. Revelation , which 
given by. the. Matrers of Fad 
which are delivered to us.' :: An 
here give me leave to-ask you 
1. Whether it be any ways re 

ugnant to any. conception-ya 
[Mw of God, for TA bag c 
uſe . of fallible Men to mak 

known his Will to the World: 
2. Whether thoſe Men, . thoug| 
{uppoſed to be in themſelves ft: 
lible , can either deceive, or bt 
deceived, when God make 
known his Mind to them! 
3- Whether on ſuppoſition , thay! 
God hath made ule of ſuch Per fc 
ſons forthis end, thoſe are nofff £ 
obliged to believe them, whoa ® 
do not livein the ſame Joe with] "* 
them? If not, then God muſt © 
either make no Revelation at all | P 
on 


ty 

ſor he mult make a New one-eye- 
eng i Age: ,I{ they are, then the 
:h:obligation - lies: as much / on us 
Faiow [to believe, as if . we had 
AnMived -and converſed with thoſe 
ouÞnſpired Perſons. © 
-reſfl --2-+ Fhat there is-no: reaſon to 
yo ſuipet the Truth of thoſe Mat- 
akters of .Fa&t which are reported 
kin the New Teſtament ; . For ſince 


14Yit- is univerſally agreed among 
4 Men, that Humane Teſtimony is a 
2 fuſhcienc ground for aflent, where 
; chere is no poſitive ground for 
kelff ſuſpicion ; becauſe deceiving and 
a} being deceived, is not the com- 
af mon Intereſt of Mankind there- 
er fore we are to conſider what: the 
zorfff general grounds of ſuſpicion are , 
hoſfl and whether any ot them do 
chil reach the Apoſtles Teſtimony , con- . 
tf cerning the Matters of Fact. re- 
1 | ported by them. _ And: the juſt 


or grounds 


30 Dbjoctionsagatu> the Vathozity } = 
grounds of ſuſpicion are theſt 
3. If the Perſons be otherwilt 
known to be Men of arrtifice at 
cunning , full of tricks and dif 
mulation, and that make « 
Conſcience of ſpeaking Truth 
fo alLye tends to their greate 
advantage; which is too mudfev 
the Papiſts caſe in their Legendſi 
and Stories of Miracles. 2. | 
they temper and ſuit their Stor 
and Do&trin te the Fiumour ar 
Genius of the People , they hoy 
to prevail upon, as Mahemet did 
 Inencouraging War and Laſciviou 
en 3- It they lay the Scene « 
their Story at a migh diſtan 
from themſelves, at ſuch an Age 
wherein it is impoſſible either tc 
prove, or diſprove; which i: 
the caſe of the Brachmaxs, as tc 
their Brahma , and their Yeda: 
and was of the Heathens as tc 
| thei 


, 


y | [of the Scriptures Inſwered, 
Etheir Fabulous Deities. , 4. If 
ilithere be any thing contained in 
che Story, which is repugnant 
{co the molt authentick Hiſtories 
Wot thoſe times; by which means 
the Impoſtures of Amnius have 
ff been diſcovered. 5. If there be 
MY evident contradiction in the Story 
Wit ſelf; or any thing repugnant 
to, or unbecoming . & Majelty , 
Holineſs, Sincerity, and Con- 
fiſtency of a Divine Revelacion ; 


10 tick pretences to Revelations. If 


nature in the Writmgs of the New 
ol Teſtament, we might then allow 
there were ſome ground to ſuſ- 
pect the Truth of what is contai- 


take, by the Grace of God, to 
4 defend that there is not any foun- 
dation for ſuſpicion as to any one 


i of theſe. 1. As 


; 2r "IA 


on which account we reject Fana- 


there were any thing of this 


ned therein : But I ſhall under- 


| 1. Asto the Perſons, ſuch wh. 
o about to deceive others, mul 
Men that are verſed in buſineſg 
and know how to deal wi 
Men ; and that have ſome inte 
reſt already that they have gaine 
by other means, before they calf 
carry on ſuch a defign as to abuſghyi 
Mankind, by Lyes and Impoſh 
ſtures in Religion : Therefore thy 
Atheiſts lay the deceiving the 
World by Religion, to the Charg 
of Politicians and Law-givers , toliif 
Men verſed in the practice olffhj 
Fraud, ſuch as Numa, or Lycurgus, 
or Xaca, or Mahomet , ſuch as un- 
derſtood . the ways of cajolingfki 
the People; or to  joeb Preeſts 
that know how to ſuit the hopes; 
and fears of the ſuperſtitious mul- 
titude ; whence came the mul- 
titude of Frauds in the Heathen 
Temples and Oracles. But would 
7 


y Man in the World have 
Wpicched upon a few Fiſhermen , 
12nd- illiterate Perſons, to carry 
lon ſuch an intrigue as this 2 Men 
teEchat were rude and unexperienced 
in the World , and uncapable of 
aldealing in the way of Arrifice 
ulEwich one of the common Ciri- 
ens of Hieruſalem: When was 
08 ever heard that fuch Men made 
neuch an alreration in the Religion - 
g%Þf the World, as the Primitive 
Whriſtians did , againſt the moſt 
jolent perſecutions ? And when 
Whey prevailed ſo much ,, the 
ommon charge {till againſt them 
was, that they were a company 
s Þt Rude, Mean, Obſcure ; iterate ,- 
Simple Men : And yet in ſpight of 
Wil che Cunning, and Malice, and 
earning , and Strength of their 
F\dverſaries, they gained ground 
dÞpon'thern , and prevailed over 
| D the 


v]| of the Scripttires Inſwered. 
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Objections agatnlt the Aufhozity 
the Obſtinacy. of the Jews , andſRe 
Wiſdom of the Greeks. It thimi 
Chriſtian Religion had been a mea 
delign of the Apoſtles ro makfhi 
themſelves Heads of a new Setcu 
what had this been but to havfſge 
ſer the Cunning of twelve, fffl v 
thirteen Men, of no Intereſtſcet 
or Reputation , againft the We he 
dom and Power of the whoiffcat 
World ? If they had any Wi/dom$t. 
they would never have under 
taken ſuch an impoſiible deſig 


as this muſt appear ro them iv! 


firſt view >: And if they haa: 


none, how could they ever hoyſpd 
to manage it ? If their aim wenfio 
only at Reputation, they migh{ai 
have thought of thouſands for 
ways more probable , and moto 
advantageous than this : Wal 
{uppoſe Men ſhould be yeillinCh 
to hazard. their Lives for thaſſof 


Repu 


ty -bf the Dcriptiires Atiſwered. 
Weputations, we may -ſuppole 
thwichall ſuch Men to have ſo 
neahauch cunning as not to do it till 
akhey cannor help it; bur if- they 
etcan have Reputation and eaſe to- 
uawgether , they had rather have ir. 
W will cherefore put the Caſe con- 


ef erning the only Perſon that had 


Wifthe advantage of a Learned Edu- 
hol ation among the Apoſtles ;. viz. 
domSt. Paul, and whom you ſeem to 
det 
loffic reaſonable to believe , that 
Mivhen he was in favour with the 
anhedrin, and was likely to 
advance himſelf by his oppolt- 
ion to Chriſtianity, and had a 
fair. proſpect of Eaſe and Honour 
together ; he ſhould quit all this, 

co joyn with ſuch an inconhide- 
 Wifable and hated company, as the 
nChriſtians were , only to be one 
hefſof the Heads of a very ſmall 
D 2 Num- 


rike at more than the reſt: Is 
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Number of Men, and to pur 
chaſe it at ſo dear a rate as th 
loſs of his Friends and Intereft 
and running on continual "Tre 
bles and Perſecutions, to the h 
zard of his Life? Ir is poſſi 
for Men that are deceived ar 
mean honeſtly to do this; bi 
itis ſcarce ſuppolable of a 

in his Senſes that ſhould kno 
and believe all this to be a che 
and yet own and embrace it, to{ 
great diſadvantage to himlſeli 
When he could not make himſelf **- 
ſo conſiderable by it , as he nughh © 
have been without it. "I 
muſt love cheating the World at 
ſtrange rate, that will ler go-f 
hopes of preferment and eaſe 
and lead a life of perpetual trot 
ble, and expoſe themſelves t 
the utmoſt hazards , only for th 


fake of deluding others. If 


, of. the Dcriptures Anſwered, 
Apoſtles knew all they ſaid to be 
falle, and made it 1o neceſlary 
eff for all Men to believe whar they 
ſaid to be true; they were ſome 
Lf of the greateſt deceivers which 
11 the World had ever known : But 
MM Men that take pleaſure in decei- 
I ving, make uſe of many artifi- 
6M ces on purpole ro catch the filly 
JS multitude; they have all the 
arts of Infinuacion and Fawning 
Tf Speeches, fit to draw in the 
weakeſt, and ſuch as love to be 
Af flatter'd ; but what 1s there ten- 
off ding this way in all the Apoſtles 
} Writings *? How ſharply do they 
ſpeak-to the _—_y Sanhedrin, upon 
Y the Murcher of Chriſt 2 With 
what plainneſs and f{1mplicity do 
J they go about to perſwade Men 
to be Chriſtians? They barely 
tell che Matters of Fact concer- 
ning the Reſurretion of Chriſt , 
D 2; and 
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Objections againff the Juthozity | | 
and ſay they were eye-witneſſes of it 
and upon the credit of this Teſti 


mony of theirs, they Preach Faithva! 


and Repentance to Fews , and Gen: 
tiles : Was ever any thing farther 
from the appearance of Artifi 

than this was? So that it they 


were deceivers, they were ſome 


of the Subtileſt that ever were i 
the World , becauſe there ſeem 
co be ſo little ground for any ſul: 
picion of Fraud; and we can 
not eaſily imagin Perſons df 
their Education, capable of ( 

rofound diflimulation and { 
artificial a Cheat. Beſides all 
this, we are to conſider how fa 
ſuch Perſons do allow the liberty 
of diſſamulation and artificial Jug 
lings , eſpecially in Religion; wr 


Hee the Papiſts could not pradtic 
thele things, without being for *: 


ced to defend them , by ſhewing 
how 


) _ of the Dcriptures Anſwered, 
i+ how convenient it is for the Peo- 
/tiple to be told ſtrange Stories of 
ith} Saints, on purpoſe to nouriſh De- 
ey © votion in them : "To which end , 
herd they ſay , it ſignifies not much, whe- 
cell ther they were true or no: And with- 
ej all they aſlert the Lawfulneſs of 
neſs Equivocations , and Mental Referva- 
inf tions, and doing things, not othcr- 
W wiſe juſtifiable , for the Honour of 
uf their Church and Religion, And T 
nf ſhall freely confeſs ro you, if I 
# found any countenance to ſuch 
Ef things as theſe, from the DoEtrin, 
or Practice of . the Apoſtles, it 
© would give me too juſt a ground 
for ſuſpicion as to what they de- 
liver'd. For if they allowed Equi-' 
vocations , or Mental Reſervations , 
how could I poſſibly know what 
they meant by any thing they 
ſaid ? For that which was necel- 
| fary to make the Propoſition true, 
| D 4. lay 
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lay without my reach in the Mind 
of another, and while they {q 
frmly atteſted that Chriſt was riſe 
from the Dead, they might un- 
derſtand it of a Spiritual or Myſt 
cal Reſurreftion ; but it they 
ſhould be found to allow Lying 
or Cheating for the cauſe of Religzon, 
their credit would be gone with 
me; for how could I be any lon- 
ger ſure of the Truth of one 
Word they ſaid? I ſhould be fo 
far from : Guru them Infallible, 
that I could not but ſuſpect them 
to have a delign to deceive me. 
The firſt thing therefore we are 
to look at in Perſons who require 
our belief, is the ſtriteſt veraci- 
ty ; if they falter in this, they 
expole themſelves to the ſuſpi- 
cion of all but credulous Fools. 
But we no where find greater 
plainneſs and fincerity required, 
Mn TOC HTML LIES ey 


no 


nd no where more ſtrict and ſevere 
ol prohibitions of diflimulation in 

ſe Dri, nor more general Pre- 
cepts about ſpeaking Truth , than 

fi in che Writings of the New Teſta- 
ment. But might not all this be done 
with the greater artifice to prevent 
wſpicion 2 Suſpicion is a thing , 
which he that ſet bounds tv the Sea , 
can ſer no bounds to; if Men 
neſſ will give way to'it, without rea- 
ſoff ſon, there can be no end of it. 
e,MFor the moſt effecual ways to 
mU prevent it, will ſtill afford new 
ef matter and occaſion for it. It 
reflMen do ule the utmoſt means 
re © chat are poſſible, to aſſure others 
i- of their {incerity , and they will 
y ſnot believe chem , bur ſtill fuſ- 
- pet the deſign ro be ſo much 


s. deeper laid; there is no way 


r | let poſſible to ſatisfy ſuch Men ; 


, Etheir ſuſpicion is a diſeaſe incu- 
of | rable 
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rable by rational means, and 
ſuch perſons deſerve to be given 
over as paſtall remedy. If Men 
a&t like prudent Men, they will 
judge according to the Reaſon of 
Things; but it- they entertain 4 
jealouſie of all Mankind ; and 
the molt of thoſe who give them 
the greateſt aſſurance they haye 
' no Intention to deceive them, 
is to no. purpoſe to go abour to 
 fatisfie ſuch Perſons, for that ve 
ry undertaking makes them 
more ſuſpicious. If the Apoſtl 
therefore gave as much ground 
as ever any Perſons did , or could 
do, that they had no deſign to 
impoſe upon the World , but 
proceeding with all the fairneſ 
and openneſs , with the greateſt 
evidence of their ſincerity, there 
can be no reaſon to faſten upon 
chem the imputation of cunning 

; Men 
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| of the Scriptures Inlwered. 
Men who made it their buſineſs 
todeceive others, 


2. This will more appear if 
we conſider the Matters deliver'd 
by them , and the nature of their 
Doctrin. For if the Chriſtian Re- 
ligion were only a contrivance of 
the firſt Preachers of it, it muſt 
by the event be ſuppoſed that they 
were very ſubtle Men, who in ſo * 
litcle time, and againſt ſo grear 
oppoſition could prevail over 
both Jews and Gentiles, but if 
we refle& on the nature of their 
Doftrn, we can never jimagin 
that theſe Men did proceed by 
the ſame Methods that Ven of 
ſubtilry do make uſe of. If ir 
were there own contrivance, it 
was in their power to have fra- 
med it as they thought fit them- 
ſelves; and in all probability,they 
would have done it ina a way 

oy moſt 
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molt likely to be ſucceſsful , but 
the Chriſtian Religion was o fa 
from it, as though they had in- 
duſtriouſly deſigned ro advance 
2 Religion againſt rhe genius ang 
ticlination of all Mankind. For 
ic neicher gratifies the voluptuous 
in their Pleaſures, nor the Am- 
bitious in their deſires of Exter: 
nal 'Pomp and Greatneſs , nar 
_ the Covetous in their thirſt after 
Riches, bur lays a ſevere reſtraint 
on all thoſe common and pre- 
vailing Paſtions of Mankind; 
which Mahomet well underſtood, 
when he ſuited his Religion to 
them. Chriſtianity was neitherfÞÞ ;; 
accommodated to the "Temperſſj t: 
and Genius either of Jews or Gen-Mſ| 1, 
tiles : The Jews were in great ex-iſ| 4 
pectation of a "Temporal Prince / 
at that time to deliver them from ſe 
the Reman Slavery; and every X 
one 


followers enough among them , 
2 we find afterwards by the 
attempts of Barchocebas and 0- 
thers. Burt the Meſſias of the 
Chriſtians was ſo directly contrary 
to their hopes and expectations, 
being a poor and ſuffering Prince , 
that this ſer them the more againſt 
his Followers , becauſe they were 
hereby fruſtrated of their grea- 
teft hopes, and defeated in their 
moſt « wo expectations : Bur 
belides, if they would have ta 
kenin the Moſaick Law, it mighc 
in probability have ſucceeded ber- 
ter ; bur this St. Paul would by 
no means hear of. But if they 
rejefted the Fews, methinks they 
ſhould have been willmg to have had 
fome —_ from the Gentiles. 
No, t 

Idolatry 


ey charged them with - 


| | of the Scr ipt nres D < nſtnire bd, 
iT one that would have ſet up for 


 fach a Meſſras , might have had 


as . - 
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Holatry where ever they came, 
and would not joyn in any parts 
of their Worſhip. with them; 
nor {o much as Eat of the reman-l w 
der of their Sacrifices. But fup-|ſ ni 
poling they had a mind to fer upſſſ be 
wholly a new Se& of their own 
ec we ſhould think they ſhould 
xt framed it after the moſt 
plauſible manner, and left our all 
chings thar were molt liable to 
Reproach and Infamy : But thi 
they were ſo far from ; that theliff R 
moſt contemprible part of theliff sk 
Chriſtian Religion , viz. A Crucifiedſi m: 
Saviour, they infiſt the moſt upon, ſſ bl 
and Preach it on all occaſions, ſh n« 
and in compariſon of it, ſtrangely d« 
deſpiſe all the Wiſdom and Phils-ſſſ of 
fophy of the Greeks. What did 
theſe Men mean, it Chriſtianity 
had been only a contrivance. of 
theirs 2 -If they had but left out 
this 


of the Scriptures Jnſwered. 
FJ this one circumſtance, .in all Hu- 
man probability , the excellenc 
moral Precepts in Chriſtianity 


in would have been highly mag- 


nified among all thoſe who had . 
been bred up under the Inſtructi- 
ons of Philoſophers. Nay , they 
would not make uſe of the m 

commendable Methods of Hu- 
mane Wiſdom; nor do as the 
© Jeſuits have done in China, make 
uf Men have a better opinion of the 
Religion they brought, for their 
Skill in Mathematicks and Aſtrono- 
my; but as much as it was poſſi- 
ble, to let the World fee it was 
no contrivance of Humane Wit- 
dom, they ſhunned all the ways 
of ſhewing, it in the manner of 
ics propagation. Nay, when the 
People would have given the 
Apoſtles Divine Worthip ,, never 
were'vain Men more concerned 
ro 


, " 
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to have it, than they to oppoſe 


it: And do theſe things look likelaic 


che Actions of Mea that deſigned 


only ro make themſelves great; 


by being the Heads of a new Self 


of Religion ? 
3. Men that made it their def 
ſign to deceive the World, iſ 
chey had thought it neceſlary ty 
bring 1n any matter of Story con 
cerning the Author of their Reliſp 


gion would have placed ir at ſuch 


a diſtance of time , that it was na 
capable of being diſproved : Aſp 
it is apparent in the Heathen Myc 
thologie ; for the Stories were 
ſuch, as no perſon could eve: 
pretend ro confure them other- 
wiſe than by the inconfiſtency of 
them with the common princi- 
ples of Religion. Bur if we ſup- 
poſe Chriſtianity to have been aff 
meer device, would che Apoſtles pw 
have 


y | - bf the Diriptures Anſwered, * 49 
have been ſo fenfelefs to have 
keflaid rhe main proof: of their 
ol Religion on a thing which was 
but newly acted, and which 
eefichey were very capable of en- 
quiring into all the Circumſtan- 
ces. that related to it, Viz. the 
| Reſurreftion of Chriſt from the 
Dead. We may fee by the whole 
deſign of the New Teſtament , the 
-Mgrear ſtreſs of Chriſtianity was laid 
upon the Truth of this;' to this, 
;briſt himſelt .appealed before 
hand :. to this all che 4poſiles re- 
Wer as the mighty confirmation 
reflof their Religion; and this they 
deliver as a thing which them- 
elves had ſeen, and had conver- 
ed with him for 40 Days toge- 
-Mher, with all the demonſtrati- 
0ns imaginable of a true and real 
Body : And that nor to one or 
es wo credulous. Perſons, bat fo 
| many 
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many of them who were hail 
to be ſatisfied, and one, not with 
out the moſt ſenſible evidence 
but beſides theſe, they tell us i: 
500 at once who ſaw him , where Fri 
many were then living when thoit 
things were written. Now 
pray tell me what Religion in tt 
World -ever pur it ſelf upon (Fl; 
fair a tryal as this? Of a plaj 
Matter of Fad as capable of 
ing atteſted as any could bt 
why did not Amida, or Brahm 
or Xaca, or any other of thiffi 
Authors of the preſent Relig 
of the Eaſt Indies? Why did nd 
Orpheus, or Numa, or any othe 
introducers of Religious Cultomiſrea 
among the Greeks or Romans ? Off 
Mahomet among the Arabians pi 
the iſſue of the Truth of - theiffly 
Religion on ſuch a plain and. ealyfi 
tryal as this 2 If you ſay That Chri 

_ appeart 


I * 
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ol appeared only to his Friends , who 
ll were ready to believe ſuch things , and 
ewot among bis Enemies : I Anſwer, 
Thar Lough they were his 
WI Friends , yet they were very hard 
ſto be perſwaded of the truth of 
it at firſt; and afterwards gave 
larger Teſtimonies of their fide- 
Mlity than the Teſtimony of the 
ui occateſt Enemies would have been ; 
Wor we ſhould: have had only 
ll cheir bare Words for it, (if w- | 
i would have given that, whic 
is very queſtionable, conſ1dering 
"VSrheir dealing with the other M- 
OF racles of Chriſt :) But the Apoſtles 
Atnanifeſted their ſincerity by all 
real proofs that could be thought 
Wſufficient to fatifie Mankind ; 
appealing to the very Perſons 
eIwho were concerned the moſt in 
ic, having a hand in the Death 
got Chriſt , declating their grea- 
rel E 2 reſt 
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feſt readineſs to fuffer any rhing on 
rather than deny the Truth of it 
and laying down their Lives a 
| laſt for jt. If all this had bee 
a. meer Fiction, how unlikel 
is it, that among fo many 2 
were conſcious of it, no on 
perſon by hopes or fears, b 
Hatreries or threatnings ,- coul, 
ever be' prevailed upon to: den 
the Truth of it. It there hal 

been any ſuch thing , what triff | 
umphing had there been amony 
the Jews ; and no doubt his name 
had been Recorded to Poſterit 

among the Writers both of Jewi 
and Gentiles that were profeſlel 
Enemies of. Chriſtianity. © Bu 

they are all wonderfully filen ; 
in this matter; and inſtead ol 
faying enough to overthrow the 
truth of Chriſtianity , as you ſeen 
to ſuggeſt, I do aſſure you, Iam 
mightily 


mightily confirmed - in the belief 
f of the Truth of it, by carefully 
obſerving the lightneſs of the 
*F Objections that were : made 
"| againft ir,,. by ics moſt. profeſſed 
Enemies. | | | 
- But you ſeem to imply , That 
'f 4} this: Story concerning Chriſt was 
mvented long after the pretended time 
of his beg in the World, Why 
may not you as well ſuſpect, that 
Tulius Ceſar lived before Romulds : 
Fl or that Auguſtus lived at'the Seige 
"* of Troy ? For you might as well 
..N reject all, Hiſtory _ ſuch 
'F grounds as thoſe you aflign; and: 
FJ think Mahomet as- right in his 
Chronology, - as the Bible. Ir is 
time for us to burn all our Books, 
J if we have lived in ſuch a Cheat 
'Þ all this while. Methinks you 
might as well ask , whether Lu- 
cretis were not Pope Joan? Or 

” E 3 Alexan- 


of the Scriptures Anſwered. 53 
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Alexander the fixth , one of theff|th 
Roman Emperours ? Or whether no 
Luther were nat the Emperour olfff or 
Turky? For there is no greater} at 
evidence of any Hiſtory in thelf Pl 
World, than there is, that all the] we 
things reported in the New 'Te-jf| 74 
ſtament were done. at tha Z 
time, when they are pretended 
to be. 

Therefore we offer thi 
Story of the New Teſtament to' be 
compared with all the Circumſtas 
ces of that Age, delivered by any at 
other Hiſtorians, to try if any} th 
inconſiſtencies can be found therein;}} *! 
Which is the moſt reaſonableſf 4 
way can be taken to diſproveſſ} K 
any Hiftory. If it could befſ 
p_ , that there could be nol 7: 
uch Taxation of the Empire as i 
mention'd in the time of Aug 4 
Stus , that Herod did _— i 
eat 
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- of the Scriptures Infwered. | 
that Age, or thac the. Jews were 
not under the Roman Government , 
orthat there were no High Prieſts 
at that time, nor the Seds of 
Phariſees and Saducees, or that there 
were any other remarkable cha- 
rafters of time ſer down in the 
Hitory of the New Teſtament , 
which 'could be manifeſtly diſ- 
proved ; there were ſome pre- 
tence to call in Queſtion the 
Truth of the Story; bur there 
is not the leaſt Foundatioa for 
any {cruple on this account; All 
things agreeing ſo well with the 
— accounts we have of. that 
Age , both from Joſephus and the 
Roman Hiſtorie. 1 ſhall not 
inſift on the particular 'Teftimony of 
Joſephus concerning Chriſt, becauſe 
we need itnot; and if thoſe whe 
queſtion it , would proceed with 
the ſame ſeverity againſt many 

E 4 athex 
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other particular paſſages in goal 
Authors , they might-as well call 


chem in queſtion as they do that; 


fince it is:confeſled , that all the 
Ancient Manuſcripts have it i 
them , and ſuppoling that it doth 
not come in well , muſt we ſup: 
poſe it inipoſſible for Foſephus to 
Write incoherently 2 Yer this 
che main Argument 'that ever | 
have ſeen urged againſt this Te- 
ſtimony of Joſephus. Bur 1 lay, 
we need it not; all other thing 
concurring.in ſo high a degree to 
prove the Truth of the  Hiitory of 
Chriſt. Yer ſince you ſeem to 
. expreſs {o much doubrfulneſs con: 
cerning it, as though it were framed 
when there was no one living capable 
of diſproving it ; give me. leave to 
ſhew-you the great abſurdity of 
ſuch a Suppoſition. 1. Becauſe 
we have the plain Teſtimonies w: 

the 
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the greateſt Enemies of -Chriſti- 
all anity , that there was ſuch a Per- 
| fon as Chriſt was , who ſuffered 
xcording to: the' Seripture Story. 
ay For Tacitus not only mentions the 
iff Chriſtians as ſuffering at Rome for 
ip-E] their Keligion in the time of Nero, 
ro 
IN 
1 
e 


(Anal. 15.) but ſaith , That the 
Author of this Religion was one 

IN Chrift, who ſuffered under Pontius 
«Ml Pilate, Procurator of Judea , in 
y, MW the time of Tiberius, which is an 
gÞf irtefragable Teſtimony. of the 
rofl Truth of the Story concerning 
ot Chriſt, in an Age, when if ur 
rofff had been falſe, nothing could 
nt: have been more eafily dezected 
ed | than ſuch a Fiction, by the num- 
ale Nl ber of Jews which were continu- 
0 ally at Kome : And neither Julian , 
of nor Celſus , nor Porphyrie, nor 
ſe £ Lacian did ever queſtion the truth 
ff Not che Story it ſelf; bur only up- 
| braided 


—_ Fe q - - i 2 _ , p ſe "T * 4. ww th 
Fo R V f - " F * »*; * ? = % gs, , a, ee; % , YL \ - SL 
BP - " . 4 —_ - 
o F # 
| * < 
. 
# 


| braided the Chriſtians for artriby 
ting too much to Chriſt. 2. } 
there were really (uch a Perſon z 
Chriſt was, who ſuffered a 
Tacitxs. ſaith, them the whokh 
Story could not be 2 Fiction, but 
only ſome part of it; and thel 
additional parts muſt either by 
contrived by the Apoſtles , or aſte 

_ their time: Not after their time, 
for then they muſt be added afte 


Chriſtianity was received in the 


EET 


World , for thar, as appears t 
Tacitus, was ſpread” in the Api pe 
ſeles times as far as Rome; 'andlff i 
theſe mg" were not received with 


it; the Cheat would preſcnthi 
have been diſcover'd as ſoon a 
broached, by thoſe who hal 
embraced Chriſtianity before : And 
befides, Tertullian in his time apy ch 
peals to the Auhentick Writings off 
the Apoſtles themſelves, whichif th 
WECLllh ' 


'P of che Kerlptives Fnlwered,@= 59 
wlwere then: extant, wherein the 
' Wfame things were contained, that 
a we now believe: If theſe things 
il then were forged, ic muſt be by 
ll the Apoſtles themſelves; and I 
ut darc now appeal ro you, whether 
ay ever.any Story was better capable 
uf of being diſproved than this was, 
if ic had not been true, fince it 
el wes publiſhed in that very time 
rel and place, where the Perſons 
w were living, who were moſt 
concerned to diſproveit : As ap- 
pears by the hatred of rhe Jews ro 
i the chriftians , both then and ever 
08 fince': which is a very obſerva- 
ble circumſtance for proving the 
Jl truth of chriftian Religion ; for the 
Ts ews and chriffians agreed in the 
is Divine Revelations of old, the 
My chriſtians believed moreover, that 
ON Chit was the Meſſizs promiſed ; 
Jl this chrift lived and dyed _—_ 
a i the 
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the Jews his Enemjes ; his Aps 
Fles Preached, and wrought Mi © 
racles among their moſt inve. ref 
rerate Enemies, which - Men fot 
that go about to deceive neye 
care to do: And to this Day thy 
Jews do not deny the Matters d 
Fi, butlook on them as inſuf} 
ficient to prove Jeſus of Nazareth 
ro have been the Meffias : Nay. 
Mahomet himſelf , who in all pro & 
bability would have overthrown 
rhe whole Story of the New Te 
Tament , if he could have dont 
it with any colour, yet ſpeak 
very honourably of chrif} and © c 
the great things which were ſaid <* 
and done by him. | 

' 5. Tharthere is nothing in the , 
Chriftian Religion , unbecomingÞ} > 
the Majeſty, or Holineſs, or Tru 


of a Divine Revelation. As to the 
precepts , you acknowledge their ex-l , 
| C ellency F _ 


— | - of the Scriptures Anſwered, 
cellency ; and the Promiſes chiefly 
of fefer either to Divine Grace , or 
-þl future Glory ; And what is there 
oY terein unbecoming God? And as 
1. to what concerns the Truth of it, 
A we have as great Characters of 
that throughout, as it is poſlible 
for us to expect; there appea- 
ring ſo much ſimplicicy, finceri- 
ty ; candour, and agreement in 
all the parts of ic. Some Men 
| would have been better pleaſed , 
itmay be, if it had beenall writ- 
1M cen by one Perſon, and digeſted 
Y into a more exact method, and 
100 ſet forth with all the Lights and 
Ornaments of Speech. - This 
Þ would have better become an 
"| Invention of Men, but not a 
k Revelation of God: Plainneſs and 
| ſimplicity have a natural great- 
neſs above art and ſubrilty ; and 
therefore God made choice of 
| - many 


6 Opjections againkt the Tuthozity 
many to wrice, and at ſever 
times, that by comparing them 
we may ſee how far chey wen 
from contriving together , and 
yet how exactly they agree in al 


chings which Men are concernal 
to believe, Bur you ſay, We ban C 
many infirmities of the Apoſtles di 
covered therein , their beats and an 
moſities one againit another. But 
I pray conlider; 1. How came 
you to know theſe. things ; Is ih} 
not by their own Writings > Anc 
it they had been ſuch, wh 
minded only their applauſe, ha 
it not been as caſe to have conf 
cealed theſe things, and would 
they not certainly have done it; 
if that had been their aim? 1 
St. Paul ſeems to boaft, doth he nat 
do it, with that conſtraint to 
himſelf, as a Man that is forced 
to do it for his own vindicationf 


againk 


\ | of the Dcviptures Iaſwered, 
aff againſt malicious Enemies ? And 
= who ever denyed a Man of a 
ff generous mind the liberty. of 
ul ſpeaking for himſelf 2 2. But 
if ſuppoſe they had infirmities and heats 
all enong them ; doth this prove that 
mil God could not make fl of them 
ll as his Inſtruments to declare his 
= I-th to the World ? Then it 
will follow , that God muſt never 
reveal his will by Men, but by 
Voices from Heaven, or Angels , 
or the —_— of the hamane 
hol Nature by the Divine. But, if 
all God be nor denyed the liberty of 
mf imploying meer Men, we cannot 
14 find fo great evidences of Piery 
ie; and Zeal , of Humility and Selt- 
denyal, of Patience and Mag- 
nanimity, of Innocency and 
univerſal Charity in any Men 
as were in the Apoſtles; And 
therefore did appear with the 
p molt 


E 
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| Objections againlf the Buthopity 
moſt proper Charaters of mM 1c 
baſſadors from Heaven. And I d ef 
venture the compariſen of then 
with the beſt Philoſophers, as ro the 
grearet and moſt excellent virtues 
or which they were the moſt ac 


mired : notwithſtanding che 


mighty difference as to their Eda 


cation ; allowing bur the lanz 3 
Truth as to the Story of ' 
New 'Teitament , which we yield 
'T, Xenophon , or Diogenes Laertins, 
or any other Writers concer ing! 
them. 

Burt . what is it then which | 


you obje&t.:-againſt the Wri 


tings of the New Teitament ff 
to make them inconſiſtent with 
the: Wiſdom of God? I - Inc 
butrwo things in the Papers youſſn« 
ſenr;,me. 1. Want of the - ll 
nuance of the Power of Miracles; 


which you. ſay; is Promiſed. Markt : 


I 


» | if the Scriptures Infwered; 
wh16.17. -2. The number of the 
are Beaſt in the Revelations. But, 
if Good Sir, conſider, what it is to 
ef call in-queſtion a Divine Reve- 
x lation for ſuch Obje&ions as theſe 
d-Yare ? Mult there be no Revela- 
hefſtion , unleſs you underſtand eve- 
ty Prophecy , or the extent of 
eevery promiſe ? Be not ſo inju- 
wHhrious co your own Soul, for the 
l{Efake of fuch Objections , to caſt 
away the great aflurance which 
oithe Chriſtian Religion gives us, as 
to the Pardon of Sin upon Re- 
chEpentance here , and eternal Hap- 
ripineſs in another World. Would 
t you reject all the Writings of 
chEFlto, becauſe you do no more 
ndunderftand ſome part of his Ti- 
Ines than the number of 666? 
tou muſt haye a very nice faith , 
that can bear with no difficulties 
rk all, ſo that if there be but 
6 "8 one 
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one or two hard things that*youſ 
cannot digeſt , you muſt throw up 
all the beſt Food you have taken; 
at this rate you mult ſtarve you 
Body , as well as ruin your Sou 
But of theſe places afterwards. ; 

3. I have hitherto removelſ 
the grounds of Suſpicion, I noni 
come to ſhew the poſitive Teſlyhi 
ſtimonies of their Sincerity whidffhe 
the Apoſtles ſhewed , which were 
greater than were ever given up; 
any other -Matter of Fact in the 
World. I will then ſuppoſe thiſffer 1 
whole "Truth of the Chriſtian 
frine to be reduced to this ore 
Matter of Fa& , Whether Chi 
did riſe from the dead or no? for (a 
I have ſaid already) ic is plain, th(ſru 
Apoſtles put the main force of al 
that they ſaid upon.the Truth ds 
this; and often declared', thalſhott 
they. were appointed to be thi 
Witneſſa 
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uB/itneſſes of this thing. Now 
Upffet us conſider how it 1s poflible 
Sor Men to give the higheſt afſu- 
Fance of their ſincerity to others ; 
uBnd chat mult be either by giving 
- ſe urmoſt Teſtimony that Men 
an give ; or by giving ſome 'Te- 
onflimony above that of Men ; 
elyhich cannot deceive, which is 
lathe Teſtimony of God. | 
er 1. They gave the utmoſt 'Te- 
 imony that meer Men could give 
if their fidelity. I know no bh 
Fer way we have for a full afſu- 
MFance as to any humane” Teſtimo- 
Þy , than to conſider what thoſe 
T/Eircumſtances are which are 
( aenerally allowed to accompany 
Aſruth , and if: we have the con- 
rrence of all theſe, we have 
Ws much as can be expected : For 
Mothing «chat depends oh Tefti- 
tnwmy can be proved by Mathema- 
ſe | F 2 tical 
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tical Demonſtration. But notwith}] *< 
ſtanding the want of this , eirheF 
we may have ſufficient ground if® 
afſent to Truth upon Teftimony , 
there can be no difference knowl” 
berween Truth and Falſhood byj”* 
Humane Teftimeny ; which ovel© 
throws all Judicial proceeding 
among Men ; the Juſtice when 
of doth ſuppoſe nor only aff} 
veracity of Humane Teſtimony ; Bll 
that it may be ſo diſcerned | 
others, that they may ſafely 
ty upon it. Now the main thing 
to be regarded as to the Truth i 
Fiumane Teſtimony are theſe. 1} 
Men teſtifie nothing but wt 
they ſaw. 2. If they teſtifie 

| atnolong diſtance of time frafſ”* 
the thing done. 3. If they it 
ftite ir plainly, and withal 
doubtful expreſſions. 4. If 

| Sreat number agree in the ſamff 
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ity | of the Dcriptures Anſwered, 7 
af Teſtimony. 5. If they part 
- 1 Bwwith all that is valuable tro Man- 
Fkind , rather than deny the Truth 
Hof what they have teſtified ; 
And where all theſe concur, it is 
hardly poſlible to ſuppole greater 
Fevidence to be given of the Truth 
- ot a Thing ; _- now [ fhall ſhew 
Fthat all theſe do exactly agree to 
the 4poſtes Teitimony concerning 
pMthe ReſurreFion of Chriit. 
1. They teſtified nothing but 
E what they ſaw themlelves. The 
45 of Nations do "{uppoſe that 
Yoreater credit 1s to be given to 
| $9 Witneſſes than to any others, 
thence the Rule in the Civil Law 
Teftimonium de auditu regulariter non 
"valet : Becauſe, ſay the Civilians 
Jand Canoniſts , Witneſſes are to te- 
\ofiifie the Truth, and not barely the poſ- 
 B/ibility of things ; that which Men 
” ke » they can teftifie whether 
| EE they 
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they are or not: , That whid 
Men only hear, may be, or nq 
be; and their Teſtimony is ne 
of the Fa#, but is' looked 9 
as more uncertain, and ought t 
have greater allowances give 
it; but the Apoſtles teſtified or 
ly what they ſaw and handled, ant 
that after the moſt ſcrupulous 
quiry into the "Truth of Chriſ 
Body, and after many doubts an 
fuſpicions among themlelves abouſſ 
It; ſo that they did not ſeem hy 
ſtily and raſhly ro believe wh 
they afterwards declared to tl 
World. Now a Body was a pro 
per object of Senſe, andno ty 
al could be greater, or more a 
curate than theirs was; nor a 
fatisfa&tion fuller -cthan purtin 
their fingers into the very woun 
of the prerced ſide. 

2, Fhey did not ſtay till th 


Cir cum 


yp | - of the Scriptures Inſwered, 
Hd circumſtances might have fſlipr out 
naf} of their Memories, before they 
nog} teſtified theſe things; but very 
al ſoon after, while the imprefſion 
© al of them was freſh upon them : 
veal If they had let theſe Matters a- 
ff lone for any long time , the Jews 
& would have asked them preſent- 
ly, if - theſe things were true, 
{ why did we not hear of them 
in 25 {ſoon as they were done ? 
oy Thetefore we lee the Apoſtles 
al on the very day of Pentecoſt, a 
little afcer Chriſts aſcenſion _ to 
Heaven, openly and boldly 
J declare the Truth of theſe things, 
J not in private corners among a 
tew Friends, but in the moſt 1o- 
lemn 'meeting of their Nation 
inf} from all parts; which was the 
worſt time could have been cho- 
len, if they had any intention to 
deceive. | 


F 4 3: They 


' yz _ Objectionsagainftthe Authozity 
. 3- They teſtifie itin as plain g 
manner as is poſſible , on purpolg 
to prevent all miſtakes of then 
dis 2. 32. meaning 5 This Feſus hath Gd 
36. raiſed up, whereof we all are Wit 
neſſes ; . Therefore let all the Houſe of 
Iſrael know aſſuredly , that God hath 
made that ſame Jeſus , whom ye haye 
crucified, both Lord and Chriſt. Men Aj 
that had a mind to deceive would |þ the 
' have uſed ſome more general fſ| to 
and doubtful words , than theſ}} ra 
Were. Tr 
4- If this had been teſtified by I If 
one ſingle witneſs, the World If an 
would bave ſuſpected the Truth is 
of his Teſtimony ; for according || gc 
to the Rule in the Civil Law in the | 
cale of Teſtimony, Vox unius , vox | m 
nullins eſt : But: this was teſtified Þ| th 
by very many ; not meerly by | th 
ar 
ar 


the twelve Apoſtles , but by 500 
pr once; among whom ſome 
; might 


\ | of the Scriptures Inſwered, 
might be ſuppoſed to have fo 
much honeſty , or at leaſt capa- 
eff ble of being perſwaded to have 
5] diſcovered the Impoſture , if they 
74. had in the leaſt ſulpeRted any. 
off 5. Bur chat which adds the 
ah} greateſt weight to all this, is, 
ef that there was not one of all the 
en Apoſtles, and ſcarce any one of 
14} the reſt, but expoſed themſelves 
al Y cothe utmoſt hazards and dangers , 
& £ rather than deny or retract the 
Truth of what they witneſled. 

vy | If the People had been careleſs 
Id and indifferent abour Religion, it 
hf] is poſſible - Men might have. 
W xy on inaLye ſo long till they 
ad gotten interef® enough to 

x | maintain it, but no ſooner did 
d | the Apoſtles appear , witneſfling 
y || theſe Si” , but they met we 
o || ancarly and vigorous oppolition , 
e || and that from the chiefeſt Men in 
i 


2 


” 


Power , who made it their buſi. 
neſs to {ſuppreſs them. Now inthis 
cale, they were put to this 
choice, if they would renounce 
or conceal the Truth of what 
they teſtified , they might pre- 
{ently enjoy eaſe, and it may be, 
rewards too; bur if they went on, 
they muſt look” for nothing but 
the ſharpeſt perſecution ;. and this 
they mer with almoſt in all plz 
ces; and 1s it- conceivable, that 
Men ſhould be fo fond of a he, 
to forſake all and follow it, and 
at laſt to take up their crols for it? 


If credit and: intereſt in the heart 


of People, might carry a Man 
on a great way in the deluſion, 


yet he would be: loth to dye forff 


It; and yet there was never a one 
of the Apoſtles, but ventured his 


life for the Truth of this; and all 


but one , they tell us, did fuffer 
Martyr- 


n_- ot 
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Martyrdom for it. I pray, Sir, 
conſider , where you ever meet 
with any thing like this, that (o 


$ many Men thould ſo reſolutely 


dye, for what themſelves at the 
ame time knew to bea lye; and 
that they muſt certainly do, if 
ic were all a contrivance of their 
own heads. 

2. But although in theſe things 


they. went as high as it was poſ- 
fible for humane Teſtimony to go, 


yet they had ſomething beyond 


all this, which was a concurrence 


of 'a Divine Teſtimony , in the mi- 
 raculous gifts and operations of the 


Holy Ghoft. And this we aflert 


to be the higheſt Teſtimony can 
| be given in theWorld, of a 


Truth of any thing ; becauſe God 
will not employ his Power to de- 


_ ceive the World. And as all 


ether Truth hath a criterion proper 
| rg 
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to it; ſo this ſeems to be the pro- 
per criterion of a Divine Teſtimony , 
chat it hath the power of Miracles 
going along with it. For if we 
do ſuppoſe God ro make known 
his Mind to the World, it is very 
reaſonable to believe there ſhould 
be ſome diſtinguiſhing note of what 
is immediately from God, and 
what comes only from the inven- 

_ tions of Men, and what can be 
more proper to diſtinguiſh what 
comes from God, and what from 
Men, than to ſee thoſe things 
done which none but God can do? 
Bur againſt this you object ſeveral 
things, which I ſhall eaſily and 
briefly Anſwer. 

I, lou cannot tell what it 4s that 
Miracles do atteſt , not all their Do- 
frm, ſmce Paul ſaid, ſome was 
not from the Lord, Anſw. Mira- 
cles do atteſt the veracity of the 

 - 00; 
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Speaker , and by conſequence the 
truth of the Dofrin, not that you 
ſhould believe that to be from the Lord, 
Which he ſaid was not, but. that 
which he ſaid, was from. the 
Lord. But when he makes ſuch 
a diſtin&tion himſelf, it is very 
unreaſonable to urge that as an 
Argument, that he had nothing 
from the Lord; it is much rather 
an argument of his candor and 
ingenuity, that he would not 
pretend to Divine Revelation, when 
he had it not. 

2. Jou would have it ſionified, 
what DofArin it us which 1s atteſted 
by Miracles, ſince the Dottrins of 
Scripture lye in heaps and _ 
Anſw. To what purpole ſhould 
any Do&rins be {ſingled out to 
have the Seal of Miracles ſet to 
them, ſince it is their Divine 


Commiſſion to "Teach and _ 
the 


T7 


the Will of God, which is ſealed by 
it ? And whatthey did ſo Teach 


and declare, is eaſily known by. 


their Writings. | 

3- But why do not Miracles ſtill 
continue 2 Anſw. Becauſe there 
are no Perſons employ'd to Teach 
any new Doftrines; and no Pro- 
mile of Scripture doth imply any 
more : For the ſigns which were 


to follow them that believe, were 


ſuch as tended to the firſt confar- 
mation of the Chriſtian Faith, 
which being effected , their uſe 
_ ceaſed; and ſo to ak why God 
doth not continue a Gift of M+- 
racles to convince Men that the 
former were true, is to the ſame 


purpoſe as to ask why God doth 


not make a New Sun, to fatisfie 

Athieſts that he made the Old ? - 

| 4+ But dothnot the Scripture ſay , 
that wenders are nat always to be 

taken 
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JT of the Scriptures Jnfwered, 


taken as confirmations of the Truth 


of Dofrin , ſince falſe Prophets may 


f work Wonders, Deuteron. 13. 1. 


Jnſw. That ſignifies no more, 
than that Wonders are not to be 
believed againſt che Principles of 
Natural Religion ; or Revealed 
Religion already confirmed by 
greater Miracles : And that thoſe 
who would value ſuch a particu- 


lar fig above all che ſeries of Mi- 


racles their Religion was firſt eſta- 
bliſhed by , may be juſtly left to 
their own deluſions. You might 
as well object the lying Wonders 
of the Man of Sin, againſt all 
the Miracles of Chriſt and his Apo- 
ſtles. If God hath once done 
enough to convince Men, he 
may afterwards juſtly leave them 
tothe tryal of their Ingenuity ; 
as a Father. that hath uſed oreat 
care to make his Son adult 
true 


80 Objections againlk the Juthozity | : 
true Con , may afterwards ſuffetÞ 
falſe to be laid before him , to tryfye 
whether he will mind his beingſiyh 
cheated or no ? Bin 

5. But you may yet farther de-[f4gj 
mand , what the "Teſtimony of M«Wgyh 
racles doth ſignifie to the Writings ofthe 
the New Teſtament * Anſw. 1. Theſſthe 

Miracles do ſufficiently prove thefffgh 
Authority of that Do&rin , whichBaff 
was delivered by thoſe wheſfn 

- wrought Miracles ; as Chriſt andſj; + 
his Apoſtles. 2. If there half jy 
been the leaſt ground to queſtioning 
the Truth and Authority of theſe 


Writings, they had never beenfþ 
ſo univerſally received in: tholeſ 
Ages , when ſo many were con- 
cerned to enquire into the TruthBdtþ 


of thele things; for we ſee ſehiy i 
veral of the Books were a long , 
time examined , and at laſt hy 
when no ſufficient reaſon co 5 f t 


/ | # the Siriptiives Milwered. 
tf be brought againſt them, they 
were received by thofe Churches , 
ngwhich at firſt ſcrupled the recei- 
fving thei: And I am fo far 
Ie-ffrom thinking the doubts of the 
Eft Ages any Argument againſt 
of the Authority of a Book, that by 
belthe objections of ſome againſt 
helforme of them, I am thereby 
c<Eaffured , that they did not pre- 
neFfſently receive any Book , becauſe 
adit wenr under the name of an 
ad froſtolical Writing : As I am the 
oBnore confirmed in the belief of 
clefche Reſurrection of Chriſt , becauſe 
<08ome of the oh were at. 
heſt very doubtful about it; 
ny 6. You may yet ask, What 
uhBaeth all this frenifie to the Writings of 
lehle 014 Teſtament , which were Wwrit- 
gen at a longer diffance of Time from 
t, W, and in 4 more I2rorant Age of 
Ut the World? Anſw. There can- 
be 7 | G NIE 
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not be a more evident proof off 5 
the Old Teſtament, than by thfUn 
New : For if the New be twwull &:; 
the Old muſt be ſo, which wy yol 
confirmed ſo plainly and evident 
ly by it; our Saviour and his 4p dif 
ſtles appealing to Moſes and thff Ge 
Prophets on all occaſions. Sothaff Ab 
the ſame Miracles which. provi coy 
their Teftimony true, do at thiff me; 
{ame.time prove the Divine AÞÞ Ar 
thority of the Old Teſtament , line ly« 
it is ſo expreſly ſaid in the New Ge 
That Holy Men of God did ſpeak «ff of 
they were moved by the Holy Ghoſt. Þ| wa 
But after all this, You urge Ex 
that you have diſcover'd ſud 
things in theſe Writings as could ma 
not come from God, as ex 
x. Contradiftions in them. 2. $0 
things inconſiſtent with the Wiſdom ff not 
God. 3. Promiſes made that wen th 
never fulfilled. 4+ Things ſo ebſcunſ th 
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ty ] © of the Dctriptures Anſwered, 
f off as no one can tell the meaning of them. 

bf Under theſe four Heads I ſhall 
Jexamin the particular allegations 
- bring againſt the Scriptures. | 
. Under the head of. Contra- 

Iftions, you in{1ſt on the Prophecy 
<q Gen. 15. 13, 14, 15, 16. made to 


compared with the Accompliſhment 
ll mentioned, Exod. 12. 40. 41. 
AJ And the fon of your Argument 
lyes in this , That the Prophecy in 
ep | Geneſis doth imply that the Servitude 
« off of the Children of Iſrael in Egypt 
« fas to be 40 Nears; or 430 ſaith 
gel Exod. but both theſe are repugnant 
ud to other places of Scripture , which 
uldy make their abode in Egypt not to 
exceed 215 Nears; or at the higheſt , 
only by the uumber of Generations could 
1 off not exceed 350 Nears, ſtretching 
perf them to the utmoſt advantage. To 
ur this which you lay ſo much 
4 G 2 weight 


Abraham concerning his Poſterity , 
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ſtincly , 

1. By your own confeſſion, 
ſuppoſing the 430 Years to begin 
from the Covenant made with 
Abraham, the accompliſhment 
mentioned , Exod. 12. 40. doth 


tall our exactly in the time off 


the Children of Tſjraels going out ol 
Egypt , for you have proved from 
Scripture , that from the Covenat 
with Abraham to Jacobs being in 
Ezypt, were 215 Years; to which 
you add , that Coath being ſuppt 
ſed 5 Nears Old at the going int 
Egypt; and that at yo Tears be Br 
gat Amram, and that Amram at 
at 70 Begat Moles, to which Mo- 
{es his 80 Nears being added , makes 


Objections ngainlt the Authority | 


weight upon, I Anſwer d- 


up the other 215 Years , whereby wil Þ' 


have the full 43 o Years , by your own 
computation. Now, Sir, I pray 
coniider what reaſon you have 
ro 


+ of the Scriptures Anſwered, 


to charge the Scripture with con- 


| tradiction in a Matter your ſelf 


acknowledges, ſo exactly ac- 
compliſhed in this way of com- 
putation * | 

2. But you ſay, the Words will 
not bear thus; becauſe they ſpeak of 
the 400 Nears to expire im ther Ser- 
vitudein Egypt. Anſw. For this 
we mult conſider the importance 
of the Words both in Geneſis and 
Exodus. "There is not a Word of 
Ezypt mentioned in Geneſis; bur 
only in general it is ſaid, Thy 
Seed ſhall be a Stranger m the Land 


| that 1s not theirs, and ſhall ſerve them, 


q1d they ſhall afflift them 400 Nears ; 
and it will conduce very much to 
the right underſtanding this Pro- 
phecy to conſider the main ſcope 
and deſign of it, which was not 
to tell Abraham how long they 
ſhould be in ſervitude tro the Egyp- 
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tians , but how long it would be 


| before his Seed ſhould come to 


the poſſeſſion of the promiſed Land; 
And rt ſeems Abraham by the Que 
ſtion , Gen. 15.7. 8. did expet 
co have the Inheritance of this 
Land in hs own time: To this 


| therefore God Anſwers, by telling 


him, he meant no ſuch thing, 
but it was intended for his Seed, 
and that not ſuddenly neither, 
for they were to tarry till the in- 
quity of the Amorites ſhould be full, 
which would not be till the fourth 
Generation; and then his Seed ſhoula 
after 400 Nears , come to the Poſſeſ 
ſton of the Promiſed Land; but 
the mean time they were to Sojourn 
a Land that was not theirs, and to 
meet with many hardſhips and difficuk 
ties. This is plainly the ſcope 
of this prophecy, and by atten- 
ding tot, the great Objections 
| | preſently 
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reſently appear without force, 
or the Land of Canaan notwith- 
ſanding the Promiſe , was by 
the Patriarchs themlelves looked 
on as a Land wherein they were 
Strangers. So Abraham ſaith Gen. 
23. 4+ 1 am a Stranger and a S0- 


journer with you; and which is 


more remarkable in the bleſſing 
of Facob by Iſaac, to whom the 
Promiſe was made, it is ſaid; 
And give thee the Bleſſing of Abra- 
ham to thee , and ta thy Seed , that 
thou mayeſt mberit the Land whevem 
thok art a Stranger , which God gave- 
wto Abraham , Gen. 28. 4. 
Where the very ſame Word 1s 
uſed concerning Facob, that is 
expreſled in the Prophecy, Gen. 


1 15. 13- So that the Patriarchs 


looked on themlelves as Strangers 
in the Land of Canaan, fo long 
ater the promiſe made , and after 

G 4 the 


the increaſe of the Seed of Abrabam; 
And therefore the land of Canagy 
was called Terra Peregrinationum . 
the Land wherein they were ſtray 
gers ; Gen, 36,7. -- 37- 1: And 
when Ged was calling the People 
of Tjrael together out of Egypt, 
yet then the Land of Canaan wg 
called by the very fame title, 
the Land of their Pilgrimage, where- 
i they were Strangers : Exod. 6. 4 


And P}. 105. 9, 1o, 1, 12,1 f 


where we have a full account of 
the Promiſe made to Abraham, 


Taac , and Facob , concerning thy | 


inheritance of that Land it is ſaid, 
that they were few, and Strangers in 
it, when they went from one Nation 
to another, from one Kingdom ta 
another People. Which doth fully 
explain the meaning of the Pro- 


phecy Ty, Geneſis , and that it is 
nor to be reſtrained to. the ſervis. 


tude | 


«. | ſeould ſerve, ſhould at laſt ſuffer for 


theip 
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txde of rhe People of Iſrael in Fgypr, 
but to be underſtood of their 
ſtate of Pilgrimage for 400 Years, 
wherein they were ta ſuffer great 
hard{hips, before they ſhould 
come to the Inhericance of Ca- 
wan. Thu is no forced or unnatural 
expoſation of the Words, as you 
ſeem to ſuggeſt; . bur ro my ap- 


prehenſion, very plain and eafie, 


if we attend to the main ſcope 


and defign of them which was 
te acquaint Abraham how long it 


would be before the prophecy were 
accompliſhed, and what the 
condition of his Seed ſhould be 
the mean time, viz, That they 
ſrould bave no Land which. they ſhould 
call their awn by Inheritance all that 
time , but they ſhould be expoſed to 
great bardſhips, yea even to Servi- 
tude ; but that Nation whom they 
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their ill uſage of them, and they 
ſhould come out of that Captivity with 
great ſubſtance; and all this to be 
done in the fourth Generation of the 
Amorites when their Iniquities ſhould 


be arrived at the full height. All 


which particulars, were fo re- 
markably accompliſhed ar ſuch a 
diſtance of time , and under fuch 
improbable circumftances , that 
that this very prophecy were 
enough to convince an unpreju- 
diced mind , that it came from 
Divine Inſpiration. For where 
do we meet with any thing like 
this in the Hiſtories of other Na- 
tions? Viz, A Prophecy to be 
accompliſhed 400 Years after, 
and the very manner foretold , 
which no humane conjecture 
could reach to, finge the manner 
of deliverance of the People of 
Tjrael our of their Captivity in 


Egypt , 
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Egypt, was to all humane ap- 
pearance lo impoſlible a thing, 
eſpecially at ſuch a time when 
the Spirits of the People were 
ſunk and broken by 1o long a 
—_—_ And not only the man- 
ner foretold , but the accom- 
pliſhment happened to a day, 
according to Exodus 12.41. And 
it came to paſs at the end of the 4.30 
Years , even the ſelfe-ſame day it came 
to paſs, that all the Hoits of the 
Lord went out from the Land of 
Egypt. But againſt this you 
object , That the ſojourning ts ſpe- 
ken of the Children of Iſrael in 
Egypt for 430 Tears ; which cannot 
bold good any ways ; ſince, to make it 
up, the times of Abraham , Iſaac, 
and Jacob, muſt be taken in who 
could not be called the Children of 
Iſrael. Anſw. For the 430 Years, 
I grant, that according to St. Part, 
| | they 


9: 


they did commence from the 


Covenant made to Abraham Gal. 


3. 17. and that the 4oo Year, 
began from T/Jaac's being owned 
for the Promiſed Seed; between 
which time the 30 Years were 
palled; and all appearance of 
difficulty is avoided , if we ad- 
mit the reading of the belt Co- 
pies of the LXX. which is in 
theſe words, 'H #4 nayolxnou 79v ua 


. ay 5 > 8. 4 
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o14 TUGKSVTE, , Now the ſojourning of 
the Children of Iſrael who dwelt m 
Egypt and Canaan, they and their 


Fathers was 430 Tears, This is 


the reading of our Alexandria 
Copy, and the Complutenſian , 
and that of Aldus, and of Euſc- 
bius in his Chronicon, and of 
St. Hierome in his Tranſlation of i 
and 
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ind of the Church in St. Au- 


| guitins time, and afterwards ; 


and left any ſhould reje& this 


as late Interpolation , or gloſs 
received into the Text, belides 
theſe Teſtimonies of the Antiqui- 

of it, we find the very ſame 
in the Samaritan Copy, which 
the Enemies of it do allow to 
be as ancient as our Saviours time. 
And that which very much con- 
firms the Truth of this reading 
is, that the Jews themſelves fol- 
low the ſenſe of it, who are 
the moſt eager contenders for the 
Authority of the Hebrew Copy ; 


who all agree, that the beginning 


of the Computation of the 430 
Years is to be taken before the 
Children of Iſraels going into 
Eyypt : and Menaſſeh- Ben Iſrael 
contends with many others, that 
the 430 Years did begin m_ 

the 
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the Promiſe made to Abraham, and 
the 400 from the time of Iſaac, 
to which their moſt ancient 
Books of Chronology do agree, 
and to the ſame purpoſe ſpeak 
both Philo Judeus , and Foſephus, 
who although in one place he 
ſeems to make the Iſraelites of- 
fiction m Egypt to have been 400 
Years , yet when he ſpeaks more 
particularly of it, he makes the 
time of their abode in Egypt to have 
been only 215 , and the 430 to be- 
gin from Abrahams entrance int 


Canaan: The Targum of Jone- 


than begins the 430 from the 
Viſion of Abraham, and the 400 
from the Birth of Iſaac ; all 
which I mention, to let you fee 
that the Jews themſelyes do in 
ſenſe concur with the Samaritan 
and Greek Copy; and therefore 
we have more reaſon to ſuſpe& 
ſome- 


Dvjections againſt the Juthozity | 


| of the Scriptures Inſwered. 
ſomething left out in the preſent 


Hebrew , than agy thing added 
in thoſe Copies. But doth not this 
take off from the Authority of the 
Scripture ? Not at all: For the 
only Queſtion is about the True 
Reading: And having the con- 
ſent of the Samaritan, Alexan- 
drian , and other Copies of the 
LXX.. and of the Ancient 
Church , and of the Jews them- 
ſelves as to the ſenſe of it, we 
have reaſon to look on this as 
the truer Reading : Which is - 
making no addition to the ſcri- 
pture either as toPerſons or Places, 
but only producing the more 
Authentick Copy; much leſs 
is this Adding or Changing as 
we pleaſe, for it we did this 
without ſo much Authority as we 
have forir, you might as eahily 


reject it as we produce it. 
2. After 
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3. After all this, I do not ſe 
the mighry force of your Reaſon 
to charge the Scripture with Cott 
tradition , ſuppoſing the 406 
Years were to be ſpent in the fervitudt 


of the Children of lirael in Egypt 


I confeſs, when I found the Scn- 
pture ſo boldly, fo frequently 
charged with no leſs than Con. 
cradiction , I expected ſomething 
like Demonſtration in the Caſe, 
eſpecially in this place which you 
choſe to put in the Front of all; 
but I donot find any thing like 
ſuch a proof of a Contradiction, 
ſuppoling we ſhould allow the 
4oo Years to be ſpent in Evzypt: 
Yes, ſay you, Coath was 5 Teas 
Old when he came down into Egypt, 


and When he had lived there 65 Years (cri 


he begat Amram, and Amrani do 
bemg 70 Years Old begat Moles, to 
which Moſes his. 80 Tears , beins 
| | added, 


| 
oe 


to 


ne 
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added, we have 'only -2 15. Tears. 
Bur ſince the Scripture doth not 
align, the - particular Age . of 
any of theſe, when they begat 
their Children , 1 ſee no impoſſi- 
bility or repugnancy in the ſup- 
polition , that 400 Years ſhould 
paſs from Levi's going into Egypt , 
to the Eightiech of Moſes, any 
more than from Salmons entrance 
into Canaan to the time of David, 
for no more are reckoned in /crip= 
twre than Boaz the Son of Salmon, 


t [by Raab, and Obed, and Jeſſe; So 


that by the ſame way , this lat- 
ter may be explained , the \for- 


; [mer may be ſo tov. If it be 


laid, That either they begat their 


, | Children at a great Age, or that the 
[cripture in Genealogies doth not ſet 


down all the intermediate Parents , 
but only the moſt eminent, (as Caleb 
s called the Son of Efron, 

F H. : Chron, 
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x Chron. 2.'9, 18. although ther 
14s at leaft one between them , ) the 
very ſame Anſwer will ſerve w 
clear this part of the Chronology of 
Scripture from any appearance 
of Contradiction. Theſe things 
you might have found more 
largely deduced and fully handled 
by thoſe Learned Perſons, who 
have undertaken to clear the 
Chronology of Scripture : Who 
were men of more Judgment, 
than from any difficulty of this 


nature , to call in queſtion the 


Truth and Authority of the ſacrel 


Scriptures ; and although the Opi- 
nions of Chrenologers, are like . 
City Clocks, which ſeldom a 
gree , yet ſome come nearer the 
time of the day than others do; 
and therefore you ought to cx- 
amine and compare them betore 
you pronounce ſo 'peremptarily 

| about 


vente oguin that | 


about Contradictions in ſcripture, 
which you have no reaſon to do 
till you find that no one- hypotheſis 
among them will ſerve - to free 
the ſcripture from Contradition : 
For otherwiſe, you do but blame 
| the Sun, becauſe you cannot 
make the Clocks agree. 

This is all I can find in your 
Papers under the head of Contra- 
ditions; and I leave you now 
L} ſoberly ro conſider , wherher this 
place did afford you futhcient 
| _ for fo heavy a Charge, 
«9 but if you fay, you have a great 
|| many more by you, but you ſent me 
J thus only for a Tryal of my 5kell ; be- 
| fore you fend any more; I be- 

leech you, Sir, to conſider , 

| 21. How eaftly things. do ap- 
"| pear to be Contradictions to 
weak, or unftudied, or. pre- 
jadiced minds , which after due 


2 con- 


Objections againlk the Aathoztey 
conſideration appear to be no 
ſuch things. A. deep prejudice 
finds a Contradition in every 
thing; whereas in Truth, nothing 
but 11] will, and impatience of 
conſidering, made any thing , 
it may be, which they Quarre| 
at, appear to be ſo. If I had 
—y been * ſuch a quarrelſome hu- 

mour., -I would have undertaken 
to have found out more Contrs 
dictions in your Papers, than 
yu imagin , and yet you might 

ave been confident, you had 
been guilty of none at all, 
When I conſider the great pains, 
and Learning , and Judgement, 
which hath been ſhewn by theſ 
Chriſtian Writers in the Explica- I 
tion of the Scriptures;and the raw, 
indigefted Obje&tions which ſome] , 
love to. make againſt them, if 
L were to judge of things _ 

] 
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of them , the -diſproportion be- 
tween theſe, would appear out 
of all compariſon. A modeſt 
Man would in any thing of this 
nature ſay with himſelf, me- 
thinks, if there were ſuch Con- 
traditions in the Bible, as now 
ſeemto me; ſo many perſons of 
incomparable Abilities in the - 
Firſt, and latter Ages of the 
Chriſtian Church , who have 


made it their buſineſs to enquire 


by the fitneſs of perſons to judge 


into theſe- things, would have 


diſcerned them before me : And 
yet ny retained a mighty vene- 
ration for the ſcriptures , as com- 
ing from God himſelf, and there- 
fore it may be only weakneſs of 
Judgement , want of Learning , 
or {ome ſecret prejudice may 
make me4uſpet theſe things; or 
elſc I muſt ſuſpe& the honeſty of 
| H 3 all 


all thoſe perſons who have pre- 
tended ſuch a Devotion to the 
Scriptures, and yet have belie- 


_ ved them full of Contradictions. 
2. Wherein the Contradiftion 


appears. Is it in the main and 
weighty parts of the Religion re- 
vealed herein, or is it only in 
ſome {maller Circumſtances as 
to time and place ? The great 
thing you'ate to look after, are 


theMartters thoſe Scriptures tell you 


. your Salvation _—_— ' upon; 
and if there be a full confent, and 
agreement therein; you find 
enough - for you to believe and 
practice. And if ſome Contra- 
dictions ſhould ſtill appear to you 
in ſmaller Matters, what follows 
from thence, bur only that the 
fame care was. not taken about 
little, as about great things ? 
And you ought to ſet that appea- 
| bn. Tance 
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rance of Contradiction in ſmall 
Matters , together with the real 
conſent in the things of the high- 
eſt importance ; and from thence. 
rather to infer, that this was no 
combination or deſign to deceive 
others ; for ſuch perſons take the 
_ care to prevent ſuſpicion , 
y their exactneſs in every minute 
Circumſtance; and ſometimes 
the over-much care to prevent 
ſuſpicion doth raiſe it the more: 

3. What ways have been ufed 
by Men of judgement and lear- 
ning , to clear thoſe places from 
the charge of Contradition. 
For, not one of the Objections 
you can ſtart now, but hath been 
conſidered over and over; and 


all the difficulties that belong to 


ic examined; If you will not 


take the pains to do this; -it 1s 
plain you do not defire fatisfacti- 


H 4 on, 


''on, butonly ſeek for a pretence | w 


to cavil;; eſpecially, if . you on; 
ly ſearch the weakeſt or moſt 
' Injudicious Writers on the Scrip- 
tures, and endeavour: to expole 
their opinions, without coking 
notice of what others have ſaid 
with more clear and evident 
Reaſon. This ſhews either want 
of Judgment in chooſing ſuch 
 Expoſitors, or want of Car- 
dar and fair dealing and a de- 
fire of taking any adyantage 

againſt the Scriptures. 
4+ How hard a Matter it is 
for us art this diſtance to under- 
ſtand exaftly the grounds of 
Chronology, or the manner of 
compuration of Times uſed ſo 
=_ ago: and therefore in all 
dificulties of this nature, we 
ought rq make the faireſt allow- 
ances that may be , - conſidering 
| = with- 


withall, that eſcapes and er- 
zours are no where more eaſily 
committed by 'Tranſcribers , than 
in numbers: and that it is a very 
pnreaſonable thing , that a Book 
otherwiſe deſerving to be 
thought the beſt Book. in the 
World, - ſhould be ſcorned and 
rejected , becauſe there appears 
ſome difference in the computation 
of times... We do not ſo exactly 
know the manner of the Hebrew 
Chronology, nor, the nature of 
their Year, or Intercalations , 
nor the cuſtoms of their Genea- 
bgies ; nor the allowance to be 
made for interregnums, fo as to 
be able to define peremptorily in 
theſe things ; bur it is. ſufficient 
to ſhew , that there is no impro- 
bability in the accounts that are 
given; and no ſufficient reaſon 
can be drawn from thence to 


reject 


ro5. 


| Not conſider, that this is barely 


reject the Authority of the Scrip- 
tures. | 
a 2. I come to confider the 
| places you object, 4s contaming 
things inconſiſtent with the Wiſdom/, 
or Goodneſs of God , according to « 
rational perſwaſion; and thoſe are 
either, 1. From the Laws of Mo- 
ſes. 2. From the. expreſs. ſtory of 
the Bible, or aftions of the Pro- 
phets. COT 
1. From the Laws of Moles: 
Your firit Obje&ion is from. Exod. 
21. 7. Where a Man is ſuppofed to 
ſell his Daughter ; which you ſay, 
it is incredible to believe that God 
ſhould permit ; becauſe it implies un 
naturdl affeftion and covetouſneſs in 
the Father. Burt, Sir, 1. Youdo 


a proviſional Law , and 1s not the 
permiſſcen of the thing, ſo much 
as the regulation of it , ſuppoſing 
| it 


itto be done, i. e. incaſe a Man 


; [ſhould part with his intereſt in 


his Daughter to another Perſon, 
pon an extraordinary caſe of 
neceflity , as the Jews underſtand 
it; yetthen, ſhe was not to be 
n the- condition of a Servant, 
but to be either Betrothed to the 
Perſon who receiv'd her, or to 
his Son ; which was intended for 


the reſtraint of promiſcuous Buy- 


ing and Selling Daughters , meer- 
ly for the fatisfaction of Luft. 
The Jews who certainly beſt un- 
derſtood their own Judicial Laws, 
do ſay, tharthis was never to be 
done, but where there was a 
—_—_— of ſuch a betrothing ; 

r no Man could Sell his =. 
ter to thoſe to whom it was un- 
lawful for her to Marry by their 
Eaw; fo that this was looked on 
as a kind of Eſpouſals of a young 


Girlie, 
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Girle, taken into Wardſhip by 
anether; but ſo, that if ſhe 
were not Betrothed , ſhe was to 
remain her 6 Years during her 
Minority , as the Jews under- 
Rand it ; unleſs ſhe were redee- 
med, or ſet Free, or the Jubile 
came, or the Maſter dyed, or the 
time of her Minority expired, 
2. The caſe of neceſſity bei 
ſuppoſed , it hath been thought 
lawful for Parents to make ad- 
yantage by their Children, not 
only by the Jews, but by other 
Nations, who have been in the 
reateſt eſteem for Wiſdom. For 
by the. Law of the 12 Tables, 
among the Romans, the Father 
had the libercy of Selling his 
Son three times, for his own ad- 
ry » as Dionyſ, Halicarnaſ- 
 ſeus relates; and before that time, 
kk was not only in uſe _ 
be | tne 
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the Romans, bur in fuch efteem 
among them , that upon the re- 
yiew- of their Laws the Decem- 
yiri durſt not leave it our; bat . 
by one of the Laws of Numa 
Pompilius , it was reſtrained to the 
times before Marriage, for in 
caſe the Son had the Fathers con- 
ſent to Marry , he could not Sell 
him afterwards, as the fame 
Author tells us. This Law con- 
tinued in force among them , till 
Chriſtianity prevailed in the Roman 
Empire , for although there were 
a prohibition of Diocletian againſt | 
it, yet that ſignified nothing , 
till Conſtantine took care, That 
ſuch indigent Parents ſhould be re- 
leved out of the publick charge, Cod. 
Theodol. 1. 11. tit. 27. 2. And 
yet after this, the Cuſtom did 
continue , when the Parents were 
in great want, as appears by a 
E: Law 


Law of Theodoſius , Cod. 3. tit. 3. 


Ones quos Parentum miſeranda for- 
tuna in ſervitium dum Vvittum requi- 
runt addixit , ingenuitati priſting 
reformentur. And it further ap- 
pears, that even in Conftantin's 
time, notwithſtanding the Law 
made- by him, Parents would 
ſtill , when they thoughr them- 
ſelves overcharged with Chil- 
dren, part with their Intereſt 
inthem to others for advantage, 
but it was chiefly while they 
were ſanguinolenti, as the Law 
exprefles it, i. e. new Born. Cod, 
Theod. l. 5. tit. 8. By the Laws 
of Athens, before Solons time, 
Parents __ ſell their Children, 
as appears by Platarch, in his Lite, 
and the ſame Philoſtratus reports 
of the Phrygians, |. 3. vit. Apollen. 


Tyan. and the. like cuſtom doth | 


obtain among the Chineſes to this 


day 
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| Fday, if perſons do think them- 
ſelves. unable to bring up their 


Ghildren themſelves. And there 
are two things to be ſaid for it. 
1. The natural obligation lying 
on Children to provide for their 
Parents in neceſlity., by any way 
they are able. 2. The probabi- 
lity of better Education under 
more able Perſons; and there- 
fore the Thebans had a Law , That 
Parents in caſe of ' poverty, were 
to bring their Children to the Magi- 


ſtrate , as. fon as they were Born, _ 
who pat them out te ſuch as were judged hift. 1. 2.c.7. 


fit to bring them up, and to have 
their ſervice for their reward. 

But however, you ſay, Thu 
place implys a toleration of havin 
many Wives , becauſe it is ſaid , if 
he take him another Wife , v. 10. 


Idonot deny, that the Meſaical 


Law did ſuppoſe the practice of 
| _ _ Foly- 
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Polygamy ; but as it doth no 
where expreſsly allow it, nei- || 1s 
ther doth it expreſsly condemn it, || t 
And although we a , the Chri- | b 
ftian Law is far more excellent, Þ 
which reduceth Marriage te its || th 
firſt inſticution; yet you will find | a 
it 2 hard Matter to prove ſuch | th 
a permiſſion of Polygamy as this p 
was , to be {o repugnant to the 
Law and Principles of Nature, | w 
as from thence to infer, that || 0 
this Law of Moſes could not be || be 
from God: You might have ſaid | fe 
the ſame about the Matter | 
Divorce, which was permitted || ie 
them ; Chriſt ſaith , for the hard- | m 
neſs ef - their hearts : Which fhews, If 
that God doth not always require | lit 
that from Men which is beſt plea- | n) 
ſing to himſelf; and that as to th 
his Political Government , he may || 'a 
not always puniſh that, which is | w 


not ſo pleaſing to him, The 


= 
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- The next Law you quatrel at 
that, Deut. 22.13, Ec. About 
the tryal of Virginity : Which you 
object againſt, as inimodeit, and 
mcertain, arid therefore unbecominz 
the Wiſdom of Ged. So, tmany 
cuſtoms of thoſe elder times of 
the World, and of the Eaſter:i 
_ to this day ſeem very 
range to us; that ate not ſo 
well acquainted with the Reaſons 
of them. Methinks, it better 
becomes our Modeſty in ſuch ca- 
ſes, to queſtion our underſtan- 
ding heb cuſtomes , than pre- 
ſently to caſt ſo much diſparage- 
ment on the Author of thenr. 
[f you had been offended ar the 
literal ſenſe of thoſe Words ; ma- 
ny of the Jews themſelves lay , 
they are to be underſtood fg 
ratively of the evidence thar 
was to be brought and laid open 
PR X before 


x14 


pp " OTIEEO — 


before the Judges, on behalf of 
the defamed Perſon. And both 
Foſephus and Philo omit the laying 
open the Cloth. But 5 Yr 
i to be taken in the plaineſt lice- 
ral ſenſe, I have Two Things to 
fay in vindication of this Law. 
x. That however uncertain ſome 
Phyſitians have thought that wa 

of Tryal to have been in cheſs 
parts of the World , yet it is ge- 
nerally agreed to have held for 
the Eaſtern parts, by the moſt 


skiltul Phyſitians —_— the Ara- | 


bians : And a cuſtom of the {ame 
nature is faid by good Authors 
to have been obſerved amon 
the Egyptians , and other Africans , 
as well as the Arabians; fo that 
this could not be thought fo 
{trange or immodeſt among the 
Inhabitants of thoſe parts : And 
It is very probable that ſome 


oe” 


particulars, as to the Practice of 
theſe Laws are not ſer down, 
which might very much tend to 
the certainty of them, as the 


Age of 'the Married Perſons, 


which was moſt likely then, as 
it is to this day in the Eaſtern parts, 


very early, the Jews lay, at 12 


years old , which would make 
the Tryal more certain. 2. As 
to the Modeſty of it, you are to 
conlider , that the Law was inten- 
ded to keep perſons from unjuſt 


| defamations , and ſuch a way of 


Tryal was therefore pitched upon 
to deter perſons from {uch defa- 
mations;which Men might other- 
wile have been more ready to , 
becauſe of the liberty of divorce , 
and the advantage they had in 
ſaving, the dower, if they could 
prove the party vitiared before 
Marriage ; therefore all the uy 
2 © 
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of that Nature was to be paſled 
ſoon after the conſummation of 
Marriage, which being agreed 
then by all the Friends, there 
was to be no liberty leſt for defa- 
mation afterwards; but in caſe 
any Man fhould be guilty of it, 
the producing thoſe Evidences , 
| Which before they were agreed 
upon , ſhould be ſufficient to 
clear the Innocency of the par 
accuſed. And therefore 1 look 
on this Law, as the Jews do on 
that of the rebellious ſon, of which 
they lay , that there isno inſtance 
of the practice of it; the Penal- 
ty threatned being ſo effectual to 
prevent the occaſion of it. 

And fuch in a great Meaſure, 
I ſuppole the other Law mentio- 
ned by you to have been ; viz. 
of the Water of Jealouſy, which 
you make fo {trange a matter of; 


and 
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and think it ſavours too much of a 
deſign to gratify the jealous humour 
of the Jewiſh Nation: Bur you 
might have put a fairer po” any 
ion upon it , viz. That it was 
intended to prevent any occaſion 
of {uſpicion being given to the 
Husband , by toq much familia- 
rity with other perſons ; fince 
the Law allowed ſo ſevere a 
Trial, in Caſe the Wife after ad- 
monition did not forbear ſuch 
ſuſpeted familiarity , but if you 
had looked on the Law , asitis, 
Num. 5. 12, 13. &c. you 
would have found, that the de- 
ſign of it was to keep Women 
from committing ſecret Adultery , 
by ſo ſevere a Penalty ; yet with- 
all allowing fo much to a reaſo- 
nable ſuſpicion , (for ſo the Jews 
underſtand it, with many Cau- 
tions and Limitations) that rather 
L 2 then 
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then Married perſons ſhould live 
under perpetual jealouſies, he 
_—_— this extraordinary way 
of Tryal, whereby Adultery was 
molt ſeverely puniſhed , and the 
honour of Innocency publickly 
vindicated ; which certainly -are 
| not ends at all unbecoming due 
Conceptions of God. 

The laſt of the Jewiſh Laws, 
which you quarrel with is the 
prohibition of MWſury, in ſeveral places 
of Moſes his Law and the Pſalms : 
And from hence you fall into a 
long Diſcourſe to prove the lawful- 
neſs of Uſury.: But to what pur- 
pole I beſeech you ? For you were 
to prove, that God could never 
forbid it; you night have ſpa- 
red your pity for Men , as you-think, 
Blinded with ſuperſtition , and chea- 


ted with New and Atry Notions :. 


For by all that I can. ſee by theſe 
Papers, 
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Papers, ſome pretended Ene- 
mies to ſuperſtition have no better 
Eyes than their Neighbours, and 
are as eaſily cheated with ground- 
leſs Fancies and Aery imaginati- 
ons. The only thing to the bu- 
ſineſs in that long Dilſcourle is 
this , That you cannot imagine that 
God ſnould make a Law ſo much to 
Mans inconvenience , and forbid him 
ſo nice and indifferent a thing, as 
Moderate increaſe of profit by letting 
out of Money, when it #s allowed 
upon Lands, Houſes, and Trade, 
&c. To thisI Anſwer, that the 
prohibition of Mſury , to the Je- 
wiſh Nation, was upon political 
Grounds peculiar to the conlticu- 
tion of that People ; as appears by 
the words of the Law , Dent. 23. 
19, 20. Thou ſhalt not lend to Uſu- 
ry unto thy Brother ---- Unto a Stran- 
ger thou maiſt lend upon Kſury ; but 

I 4 none 
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none of the Laws which are foun: 
ded upon common and Moral 
Reaſons have ſuch Limitations 


as this; for God would never 


have aid, Thou ſhalt not commit 
Adultery with thy Brothers Wife ; but 
with the Wife of a Stranger thou 


maiſt. But there was this par- 


ticular Reaſan, for the prohibi- 
tion of Mſury ta the Jewiſh Nation : 
It pleaſed God to fix their Habi- 
tation , not upon the Sea-fide, 
as Tyre and Sidon ſtood ; but 
within Lang where they had no 
conveniencies of Trading , but 
che Riches of the Nation lay in 
Agriculture and Paſturage : In 
which the Returns of Money are 
neither lo quick nor ſo advantage- 
pus to make ſufhcient compenſa- 
tion for the Intereſt of the Money 
in the time they have it : For the 
main thing yaluable in —_— 
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the advantage the borrower 
makes of it; and where that is 
great, it ſeems reaſonable that the 

erſon whole the Money is,ſhould 
OS a proportionable ſhare of the 
advantage made by it; but where 
perſons = only for preſent 
occaſions to ſupply their necefſi- 
ties, there it is only an A& of kind- 
neſs tolend, and it would be un- 
reaſonable to preſs upon, or take 
advantage by anothers neceſlities. 
And this feems to have been the 
caſe among theJews;they were on- 
ly thePoor that wantedMoney for 
preſerit neceſſities ; the Rich had 
ho way to imploy it in Trading , 
unleſs that they lent to the Thrian 
Merchants, which it was lawful 
by their Law to do; now if they 
rook Uſury of their own people, 
it muſt be of thoſe whole urgent 
neceſſity, and nat hopes of a 
mighty 


mighty increaſe by it made them 
borrow , and therefore it was a 
' very juſt and reaſonable Law to 
forbid Wſury among them : which 
| I believe he would never have 
done , if he had placed the Jews 
. upon the Coaſts of Phenicia , 
where "Trading was ſo much in 
requeſt. 

'Fheſe are all the Laws which 
you have picked out of the 
Whole Body of the Jewiſh Law, 
to repreſent it unbecoming the 
Wiſdom of God: And now I pray 
Sir, look back again upon them, 
ſee how few, how ſmall, how 
weak your Obje&tions are; and 
compare them with the weight , 
and juſtice, and prudence, and 
piety, expreſſed in all the reſt, 


and I hope you will-find cauſe to 


be aſhamed of ſpeaking ſo har- 
ſhly of thole Laws, fo well 


acco- 
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accommodated to thoſe Ages 
of the World, and the Condi- 
tion of that People for whom 
they were appointed. 

2. I now conſider what you 
obje& againſt the ſtory of the Bible, 

I. That paſſage of Moles , 
Exod. 32.32. Blot me out of thy 
Book which thou haſt written :: 
Where your deſign is to ſhew 


that Moles prayed to be Damned , 


and that this was a very irrational 
thing : And ſavouring more of paſſe- 
on than of the Spirit of God. But 
what it Moſes meant no- ſuch 
thing as Damnation ? As there 
is. not any word in the Context 
relating that ways, but all the 
deſign of that Chapter is about a 
Temporal puniſhment , which 


'was a preſent Deſtruction of the 


People for. their fins. And' the 
Book out of which he prayed 
God 
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God to blot him, ſeems to me to 


be no other, than the Roll of 


Gods choſen people , who were to poſ- 
feſs the Land of Canaan : For lo 
wo properly ſignifies a Roll or 
Regiſter. Pſalm 69. 28. We 


meet with wn a> the Roll « 


the living , or the Book of the Irving 
we render it, becauſe all ancient 
Books were in the faſhion of Rolls. 


In that Chapeer , Moſes intercedes 


with God on behalf of the Peo- 


| ple, that he would make good 


is promiſe to them, of brin- 
ging them into the Land of Ca- 


naan. V. 13. and v. 230. He 


goes up to make an Atonement 
for the People, 1. c. as to the 
cutting them off in the Wilderneſs , 
and therefore he deſires rather 
than the: People ſhould be de- 


ſtroy'd, that God would Ftrike him 


gut of the Roll , that he might Dye in 
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the Wilderneſs rather than the People : 
And God gives that Anſwer to 
this purpole , v. 33. Whoever 
hath ſuned again$t me , will T blot out 
of my Book, the ſenſe of which is 
the ſame with thoſe words of the 
Pſalmiſt , he ſware in his wrath that 
they ſhould not enter into his Reſt. 
P/al. 95,11. And according to 
this interpretation, which is nioſt 
natural and eafie, all your long 
Diſcourſe againſt praying to be Dam- 
ed comes to jultnething ; there 
being no pretence for it, either 
in the "Text or Context. 

2. The ſtory of Ruth doth not 
pleaſe you, as ſavouring in your 
opinion of a great deal of Immodeſty ; 
but you would have a better opi- 
nion of it, if you conſider y af 
the reaſon of her carriage to- 
wards Boaz, in fuch a manner , 
was upon Naomies telling her " 
£ 
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he was one to whom the right of re- 
demption did belong, and by conſe. 
quence, by their Law, was to [1 
Marry ber. Ruth 2. 20. And 
this Ruth pleaded to Boaz, I" 
Ruth 3. 9. By which it appears, | 
that ſhe verily believed that he 
was legally her Husband ; and 
Boaz we lee {peaks of her as one 
that was a Vertuous Woman, and 
known to .be ſuch in the whole City. 
v. 11. And he confeſles he was 
her near kinſman , only he faith, 
there was one nearer. V. 12. B 

which it ſeems, if there had nor, 
Boaz, had made no Scruple of 
the matter : And the Jews lay, 
in ſuch Marriages very little Cere- 
mony was required, if the next 
of kin did not renounce his right, 
becauſe the Law had determined 
. the Marriage before hand. If 
you had bur conſidered this one 
thing, 
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thing, you would have ſpared 


the many Obſeryations you make 
on this ſtory. 

3- You Object againſt 2 Sam. 
12. 8. as too much countenancing 
either Inceſt or Adultery , becauſe it 
is ſaid, that God gave to David his 
Maſters Wives into his Boſom. But 
1. It is very ftrange to bring this 
place as a countenance to Adultery 
which was purpoſely deſigned to 
upbraid David with the fin of 
Adultery, and you will find it 
no eaſte matter , by the conſti- 
tution of the Moſaical Law , 
to prove Polygamy to be 
Adultery. 2. The Jews give a 
fair Interpretation of this place , 
for they ſay , that the Wife of a 
King could never Marry after her 
Husbands deceaſe, as the Gemara 
on the Title Sanbedrim expretly 
laich, alchough ſome among 
them 
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them follow the opinion of R: 
Jebuda , that ſhe might Marry 
the ſucceeding King; but that | # 
is built chiefly.on this place ; of all 
which the reſt give a better ac- It 
Seldey. vxowr COUnt 5 Viz. that Cq_wJ doth nor if 
ror imply Sauls Wives , but the Maids Sc 
61% of Honour, or Attendants , on the ſa. 
Court of Saul, which all fell into Je 
Davids power, and out of whom li 
he might chooſe Wives , withour [Þ) 
danger of Inceit; and even ſome th 
of thoſe who aſſert it lawful for | p! 
one King to Marry his predeceſ- Þ M4 
fors Wite, yet fay in this caſe of Þ Or 
David , that the Word only im- bi 
plies, that they were of Saxl's ol 
Family, as Merab and Michal were, | 9 
but not Sarl's Wives. So that all JB 
the difficulty here ariſes only | 9! 
from the Interpretation of an' || 
muſual word, in which we have I V« 
much more reaſon to truſt Ic 


the 


of the Dcriptyres Inltveted; 
the Jews than other Writers: 
y | 4 You are much offended at 
at || Hoſea's Marrying an Adultereſs : But 
of Nall the formidable difficulties of 
c- [that place will preſencly vaniſh; 
xt if you allow the Prophetical 
ds | Schemes, wherein thoſe things are 
ie [faid to be done, which are in- 
0 ftended only to repreſent in a more 
n [lively manner the things ſignified 
mn [by them. . And ſo you may lee 
e [the Chaldee Paraphraſe , fully ex- 
xr [plains this place of Hoſea and 
: I Maimonides purpoſely diſcourleth = 
of Jon the Prophetick parables, and An 
i- [brings this as one of the inſtances «. 46. 
'; Jof x ans and with him the reſt 
>. of the Jewiſh Interpreters agree: 
11 | Bur you Objett againſt ſuch a way 
y [of Teaching , as tending to the en- 
n || couragement of Pice, which it is 
e [very far from , being deſigned to 
& [repreſent the odioulneſs of it: 
e 


K. For 
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For the whole Scope of. the Pro- 


phet is to let the People under- | 


ſtand, that their Tdolatry was as 
hateful to God as the fin of Adul- 
tery , and that the conſequence of 
it would betheir Miſery and Ru- 
ine. And yet that God expreſled 
as much tenderneſs to them , as a 
Man that was very fond of a Wo- 
man would do, in being unwil- 
ling to put her away, although 
he =o ſhe were falle to his Bed: 
the former is intended in the firſt 
Chapter ,. and the latter in the 
third. And whatis there tending 
to Immorality in all this ? May 
not God make uſe of one Vice, 
whoſe evil is more notorious to 
tepreſent another by, whoſe 
evil they are more hardly con- 
vinced, of? May not he ſer forth 
& Degenerate People by the Sons of 
an Adulterefs? And by the Names 
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tiori of their wickedneſs ? Eſpe- 


are ſo, but ſo Parables uſe tobe; 


Jeremies going to Euphrates to hide 


Maimonides obſerves : And his 
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piven to them expreſs his dereſta- 


cially when the Parabolical Terms 
are ſo clearly explained. , as 
they are in the rnad Chap- 
Tere , E: | 
Bur you will ſay , theſe things 
are related as plain matters of Fa : 
with the ſeveral circumſtances belon- 
ging to them. It is true, they | 


fo was Nathan's to David; ſo is 
that of the Rich Man and Laza- 
rus in the New Teſtament ; lo is,, - as 


his Girdle ; (fot it is not very likely 
the Prophet ſhould be ſent 18 or 
zo days Journey into an Enemies 
Country for no other end :') So 
is Exekels lying on one ſide for 390 
days ,, and having his Head and 
Beard contrary to the Law , as,., . 


Ezet, 4.5, 6. 


KR 2 digging 
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Ezek.$.8, 
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digging in the Walls of the Temple at 
Hierulalem, while he was in 
Babylon: And many other things 
of a like nature , which are let 
forth with as punctual a Narra- 
tion of circumſtances as this of 
Flofea , and yet they were only 

gurative expreſſions. We that 
are accuſtomed to another way of 
Learning, think theſe things 
ſtrange ; but this was a very com- 
mon way in the elder times, and 
It is to this day much uſed /in the 
Eaftern Countries, to repreſent 
Duties ro ſome, under the Parables 
of things as really done by others: 
As may be ſeen in Locman and 
Perzoes, belides what Clemens 
Alexandrinus. and others have aid, 
concerning the Antiquity and com- 
mon uſe of this Parabolical way of 


Teaching. 


I now come to your Objecti- 
ons 
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ons againſt the New Teftament : 
but I find them ſo few , and thoſe 
{o light and inconfiderable , as 
to the end for which you produce 
them, that I may eaſily pals 
them over. To that about the 
continuance of Miracles, 1 have 
already Anſwer'd: And I find 
not one word in the places 
mentioned by you , which im- 
plies the neceſlity of the conti- 
nuance of them in all Ages of 


the Chriftian Church. Thar 


place, Mgrk 10. 29, 3o. ſpeaks 


no more but ſuch a -recom- 
pence in this life as ms conſiftent 
with perſecution ; and therefore 


bp 


mult chiefly lie in inward con- 


. tentment; which all wile Men 


have valued above external ac- 
commodations; alrhough with- 
all, by the account St. Paul 
gives of himſelf, and his Bre- 
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thren, God did abundantly pra- 
vide for them one way or 4 ws | 
As having nothing , and yet enjoying 
all things : Which amounts to 
a Hundred-fold in this life. 
But certainly you are the firſt 
Man , Who have Objected the 
obſcurity of the Book of Revela- 
tions, againgſt the Authority of the 
Scriptures: Which is juſt as if 
one ſhould Obje&t the quadra- 
tare of - the Circle againſt 
Mathematical certainty. If we 
grant that there are {ome things 
in that Myſtical Book, we do 
not yet well underſtand ; what 
then! Muſt neither that Book, 
ior any other of the Bible be 
of Divine Revelation ? I will 
not purſue the unreaſonable- 
neſs of this way of arguing ſo 
far as I might; bur I leave your 
felf to conſider of it; and of 


all 
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all that I have Written, 1n 
order to your ſatisfafion. If 
you think fit to return an An- 
{wer, I pray do it clearly and 
ſhortly, and with that freedom 
from Paſſion, which becomes 
ſo weighty a Matter : And 
I beſeech God to give you A 
right underſtanding in all 
things. I am 


June 17. Str , 
1675. 


Your Faithful Servants 
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Books ſold by Moſes Pitt , at the 
Angel in St. Paul's Church- 
Yard. 

Folio, 


"Y Heſes Theologice variis Temporibus in Aca- 
demia Sedanenſi editz, & ad diſputan- 
dum propoſitz. Authore Ludovico le Blanc ver- 
bi Divini Miniftro & Theologie profeſſore. In 
qua exponitur ſententia Do&orum Eceleſia 
Romane, & Proteſtantium. Price 20 -. 

Dr. Henry Hammond's Sermons. 1675. 

A Table of Ten thouſand Square Numbers, 
by 7ohn Pell, D.D. titcht, 1 9. 6 d. 

Tuba Stentore-Phonica , or the Speaking- 
Trumpet; being an Inſtrument of excellent 
uſe both at Sea and Land; by Sir Samuel Mor- 
land. Price of the Book 1 s. of the Inſtru- 
ment 2 /, 5 5. 

Articles and Rules for the Govern- 
ment of His Majefties Forces by Land, during 
this preſent War, 1673. 15. 6d. 

Bailii opus Hiſt. Chronol. vet. & Nov. Teſt. 
11663, | 
Becmanni Exereitationes Theol. Contra So- 
Cinianos. 

An Hiſtory of the Church, by Alex. Petrey. 
[x 662. 

Catalogies Librorum in Regionibus Tranſma- 
rinis auper Editorum, Quarta. 


Quarto. 


De. FelPs IntroduRtion to Mypebra. 7 s. 
* Nich. Mercatoris Logarithnio-Technia, five 
methodus conſtruendi Logarithmos, 1668. & 


Fac. Gregoris Exercitationes Geometrice , 


1668. 2 5. 

Love only for Love ſake , a Dramatick Ro+ 
mance, by Sir Richard Fanſhaw. 3 5. 64. 

Ari Enchiridion Metaphyſicum, 1671.10 s. 

Snellis Typhis Batavus,Ludg. Bat. 1624. 5 5. 
 Petrus Paaw deOffibus, Amft. 1633. 5. 
Dr. Thomas Facomb, on the Eighth Chapter of 
the Romans, B85. 

A Letter from a Gentleman of the Lord 
Hhward*s Retinye, to his Friend in Loder , 
dated at Fez, Nov. 1. 1670. 6d. 

Dr. Wallis Opera Mechanica, 22 s. 

_ Hieronym: Mercurialis de Arte Gymnaſtica, 
Libri ſex cum figuris, 1672. 

Pignorii Menſa [{aica, 1 __ 

Rb . I Hapienſts, 1659. 

Pharinacopeia Gita, I = 
| F. Crellii Ethica Avifforelica & COhriſdi- 


ana, 16 5. | 


Foan. Binchu Mellifcium Theologicum, 16 5s. 


Theod. Kerkringis D. M. Spitilegium Anato- 
micum, Continens Obſervationum Anatomica- 
rum rariorum centuriam unam nec non Ofteo- 
geniam foetuum in qua quid cuique officulo - 
gulis accedat Menſibus , quidve decedat & 
eo per varia immutetur tempora, accuratiſhme 


oculis ſubjiciuntur, 1670. ; 
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There is newly publiſhed two Recantation. - 
Sermons (Preached at the Frerch-Church in the 
Savey) by two Converted Romaniſts, Mr. De la 
Morte, late Preacher of the Order of the Car- 
melites, and Mr. De Luzanzy,Licentiate in Di- 
vinity; wherein the Corrupt Dodrines of the 
Church of Rome are laid open and confuted, 
Both Printed in French and Engliſh. 

Alſo two otherSermans,onePreached before 
the King at White-Hall, Fan.zo. 1676. by Hen- 
ry Pagſhaw, D.D. the other before the Lord 
Mayor, Dec. 19. 1675. by Fohn Cook, 

A Madeſt Survey of the moſt material things 
in adiſcourle, called the Naked Truth, 6d. 

| Qttawo. | 

A diſcourſe of Lecal Motion, undertakings to 
demonſtrate the Laws of Motion, and withall 
to prove, that of the ſeven Rules delivered by 
Mr.Des Cartes on this Subje&,he hath miſtaken 
Six : Engliſhed out of French, 1671.  $. 

The Hiſtory of the late Reyolytion. of the 
Empire of the Great Mogo!l, with a deſcription 
of the Countrey, in two Volumes. 7 s. 
The Hiſtory of the Conqueſt of the Empire 
of China by the Tartars. 1671. 45. 

Myſtery of Iniquity unvailed in a diſcourle , 
wherein is held forth the oppoſition of the Do- 
&rine, Worſhip, and Practices of the Rowar 
Church.,to the Nature,Deſigns, and Characters 
of the Chriſtian Faith, by Gilbert Burnet. 1 s. 
" A Colle&ion of Popiſh Aracles wrought 
by. Popiſh Saints; both during their lives, and. 
abier their death , colleRed out of their own. 

Guthors, 1 -. on Theol. 
TS: A 


Theed.Turqueti ,De Mayerne, De Arthritide, 
Acceſſerunt ejuſaem Conſilia aliquot Medicinalia, 
6 & 

A new way of curing the Gout, and Obſer- 
vations and PraQtices relating to Women in 
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Travel, 3 -. 
AReclation of a Conference a Re: 
ligion at London, Apr.3. 1676. by Ettward Stit- 
ling fleet, D.D. and Gilbert Burnet, .with ſome 
Gentlemen of the Church of Rome. 2 5s. 6 4. 
Elenchi Motuum Nuperorum in Anglia pars 
rertia, ſrve Motrs Compoſiti. Vbi G, Monchii 
e Scotia progreſſus, nec non Aug. CaroliSecun- 
di in Angliam Reditns ; ejuſdemq; Regie MMajeſt. 
per Decennium geſta fideliter enarrartur, 1676. 


Gualteri Needham Diſputatio Anatomica de . 


Formato Faetu. 1667. 2 5. 64. 
Buxtorfius's Epitome of his Hebrew Gram- 
mar Engliſhed, by Fohn Davis, 1658. 1 9. 6 d. 
The Fortunate Fool, or the Life of Dr. Ce- 
*zudo , a Spaniſh Romance, 1670. 2 5. 

The Adventures of Mr. T. S. an Engliſh 
Merchznt , taken Priſoner by the Turks of 
Argiers, with a deſcription of that Kingdom, 
and the Towns and Places thereabouts, 1670. 
Is, 6d, 

Contemplations on Mortality, 1670. 1 s. 

A Diſfcourle written to a Learned Frier , by 
Mr. Des Foaurneillis , ſhewing that the Syſteme 
of Mr. Des Cartes, and particularly his 
Opinion concerning Brutes, does contain 
nothing dangerous; and that all he hath 
written of both, feems to have been taken 
out 
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dut of the Firſt Chapter of Geneſis : To which 
is annexed the Syſteme General of the Carte- 
ſian Philoſophy , 1 5. 

The Relation of a Voyage into Mauritaniz 
in Africk,, by Roland Frejus of Marſeilles , by 
the. French Kings order, 1666, 'to Muley 
ArxidKing of Taffaletta, &c. with a Letter 
in Anſwer to divers Queſtions concerning 
their Religion, Manners, &c. 1671. 1 5.64. 

A Genuine Explication of the Viſions in 
the Book of Revelation, by A. B. Pevanius, 
1071, 25. 

Prodronius to a Diſſertation concerning 
Solids naturally contained within Solids, lay- 
ing a foundation for the rendring a rational 
account, both of the Frame and the ſeveral 
Changes of the Maſs of the Earth, as alſo 


| the various ProduRtions of the ſame. By 


Nich. Steno, 1671. 15s. 3 d. 

Baſilius Valentinus , of Natural and Super. 
natural things, alſo of the firſt Tinure , 
Root, and Spirits of Metals and Minerals, 
how the ſame are Conceived, Generated , 
Brought forth, Changed aud Augmented : 
Whereunto is added Frier Bacon of the Me- 
dicine or Tinture of Antimony , Mr. Fohx4 
Iſaack, Holland his works of Saturn, and Alex- 
ander Van Suchten, of the Secrets of Anti- 
mony out of Dutch, 1671. 25. 

The Poetical Hiſtories, being a compleat 
Colleion of all the Stories neceſſary for a 
perfet underſtanding of the Greek and Latin 
Poets , arid other Ancichit Authors, written 
Originally 


P. Galtruchins. Now Engliſhed and Enriched 
with Obſervations concerning the Gods wor- 
ſhiped by our Anceſtors in this Ifſand , by the 
Phenecians and _—_— in Aſia, with many 
uſeful Notes and occaſional Proverbs , gathe- 
red out of the beſt Authors: Unto whichare 
added two Treatiſes; One of the Curioſities 
of Old Rome, and of the difficult Names 
relating to the Afﬀairs of that City ; The 
other containing the moſt remarkable Hie- 
roglyphicks of Egypr. The Third Edition, 
with Additions. 'By Marius D* Afſſeny , 
B; D. 3s. 64. bn | 
.. An Eſſay about the Origine and Virtues of 
Gems , by the Honourable Robert Boyle. 
x 5. 6d, Idem Lat. twelves, 1 5. | 
Sir Samnel Morland*s Arithmetick., with 
ſeyeral uſeful Tables , and a Perpetual Alma- 
nack , 1673. 3 5 | 
' A Compleat Treatiſe of Chyrurgery , con- 
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Alb. Gentilis de Armis Romanis, 

De Inperio. 
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Franciſsi Redj Experimenta circa res diver- 
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The laſt Siege of Maftricht. Sepr.-5. 1676. 


Dr. Tillotſor's Sermon before the King, Apr. | 


_ 18, 1675. 


Dr. Wilkzns's two Sermons EA the King 5 


March 7. 166g. and Feb. 7..1670. 
Dr. Fo. Tie tſon's Ruleof: Faith. 1676: _ 


Rhetores ſeleft5: DemetrizePhalerins, Tiberins 


Rheror, Sophiſta,Severus 'Alexandrinut 


Grece et Lat. yer Tho. Gale. Soc: Cell. M4. 1676: 
A-Sceiptural Catechiſm., according /to the - 
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